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if 
BEGINNINGS 
Genesis I 


N this, the only Book of which the Holy Spirit is 
the direct and immediate Author, the opening 
sentence ushers man into the presence of God, a 
living holy Person. The existence of God is not 
argued, nor is proof of his existence sought. His 
existence is assumed upon a premise of truth so 
evident as to be axiomatic. ‘‘The heavens declare 
the glory of God, the firmament showeth his handi- 
work.’’ To any who are willing to consider the 
material order, the evidences of design, and there- 
fore of the Designer, are so abundant as to be 
overwhelming. 

The Bible is not, therefore, a compendium of 
truth, or of argument concerning the being of God, 
or his activities. Herein is revealed his connection, 
with the universe and with man in the inhabited 


earth. Beyond what man may for himself find 
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out in the realm of discoverable knowledge, God 
gives a revelation of himself. In nature man be- 
holds God, but he sees through a glass darkly. 
There is here the hiding of his power. His glory 
is manifest and the wonders of his wisdom. The 
unfathomable reaches of his power are hinted at 
in what we see and partially understand, but it has 
not entered into the heart of man to compass fully 
the power, the wisdom, the glory of the Godhead. 

From the deck of a ship lying at anchor in the 
harbor of Gibraltar I looked upon that mighty 
mountain fortress and understood that it was from 
that point of vantage that England controlled the 
seas. But I little understood the majesty and 
might of the great empire by that external view 
of the impregnable fortress. Later when I had 
ascended the mountain and was permitted to pass 
through the great galleries with which the mis- 
tress of the sea has honeycombed the side of the 
mountain, and saw peeping out through the great 
windows opening from the galleries in such a way 
as to command the whole harbor and the sea for 
miles out, giant cannon ready to belch forth the 
thunders of her protest against intrusion, or the 
terrors of her discipline for disobedience, I under- 
stood that even then we were seeing but the hid- 
ings of her power. 

So in our best understanding of God in nature 
we are able to touch but the hem of the garment of 
his glory. We see through a glass darkly, we 
know in part only. While the heavens do declare 
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his glory, they do not declare it all. While the 
firmaments do show his handiwork, our poor vision 
is able to compass but a very small portion of that 
handiwork. 

As in nature there is a revelation of his power, 
so in the Bible there is both a revelation and a 
divine illumination of his Person. But here, too, 
we are limited in our appreciation for as he re- 
veals himself we are hindered both by our own, 
and by his veil of flesh. The only difference be- 
tween the revelations of nature and of the Book 
is the difference between knowledge discovered 
and knowledge revealed, the one finite and fallible, 
the other infinite and infallible. The one is rela- 
tive, the other is absolute. 

The fact of God is the a priori necessity to the 
physical and moral order of the universe. Aban- 
don that as the first of all facts within the realm 
of human knowledge, either discovered’ or re- 
vealed, and hopeless confusion begins at once. 
Groping through the darkness we must then find 
the origin of all things in blind chance, or in an 
impersonal evolution. Thus must all things oper- 
ate under laws without personal, intelligent or 
moral direction. This is a condition of things at 
which human reason staggers so long as it is nor- 
mal. 

The divine Teacher begins with the fact of God. 
Nowhere else could he begin. Since he begins 
there, that is the one fact with which all human 
teachers should begin. To begin elsewhere is 
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to subvert the very foundations of all order. Here 
with the fact of God every parent should begin the 
instruction of his child so that the child should 
come to his years of discretion and responsibility 
with this fact interwoven into the very warp and 
woof of his being. It should be made the funda- 
mental fact in the fiber of his moral nature, so that 
as ultimately he faces life in its social, commercial 
and political aspects, he shall begin life with God. 
In that knowledge lies the very foundation of all 
integrity in the social body. In the beginning 
God! This is the answer to life’s multitudinous 
questions: How? Who? What? Why? Whence? 
Whither? 

It was my privilege some years ago to be guest 
for two or three days ina humble country home. I 
was shut up for several hours each day in a room 
overlooking the back porch of that little cottage. 
On that porch in the mornings the mother assem- 
bled her group of two or three children and while 
she prepared her vegetables for dinner she kept 
the children close to her knee. She sang to them 
the great old songs of the church. She told them 
the marvelous stories of the Bible. She built into 
their earliest thinking the clear, definite, inescap- 
able convictions of God. I was never more 
charmed with a home life, or the wisdom of a 
mother. I have not seen her in these twenty years. 
I have had no communication from the home. But 
I know perfectly well that she sent her group of 
little ones out into the great teeming world with 
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its throbbing and insistent problems, men and 
women of character capable of taking moral ini- 
tiative, of holding fast to their integrity in the 
face of all temptations, and of making a worthy 
contribution to the best life of the community in 
which they live, while at the same time I know 
without doubt they have held stedfastly to an im- 
mortal hope that when the earthly house of their 
dwelling has been dissolved, as servants of the 
Most High God they shall see his face and serve 
him in the larger life to come. 

It is with the fact of God that all schools and 
school teachers should begin. Any school in which 
this fact is not the foundation fact by which all 
knowledge is ultimately decided, is a menace to 
the public welfare, an enemy to every child enter- 
ing its portals. Any teacher denying or ignoring 
this fact is a traitor to good government. He has 
removed the only source of a conscious moral re- 
sponsibility. Every moral consciousness proceeds 
only from the innate conviction of the personal 
character of the living God to whom moral beings 
owe allegiance, and to whom they must give ac- 
count of the life they now live. It is in denial of 
the fact of God that nihilism, anarchy, bolshevism 
have their root. If the state is to live it must put 
the fact and the fear of God everywhere as the 
basic fact of all its political foundations. It seems 
to many that the motto, ‘‘In God we trust’’ upon 
the gold coins proceeding forth from the Amer- 
ican mint, has small significance. It would have 
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if it were only a motto, but the fact proclaimed 
has been the fundamental fact in American con- 
science. Benjamin Franklin standing before the 
first American Congress in the hour of its final 
adoption of the constitution pled with the dele- 
gates to incorporate a statement of belief in and 
gratitude to God. He reminded the delegates that 
at many crises the army had been delivered, em- 
powered, and made victorious by the interposition 
of the Holy God when he had given wisdom to our 
diplomats, guidance to our governors, and victory 
at last to our cause. How dare we then seek to 
dispossess him of his place or refuse him his 
recognition? The American people would do well 
to give heed to this argument of the great phi- 
losopher and statesman. Many believe that the 
true explanation of the failure of the Treaty of 
Versailles lies in the fact that in the drawing up 
of that Treaty there was no recognition of God. 
In vain they built a city who built without God. 
No Tower of Babel has yet reached its capstone in 
the heavens. And no tower will succeed in scaling 
the immeasurable heights of perfection when the 
divine Builder is ignored and the plans of the 
work of all destiny are refused. In all human 
affairs men must begin where God the Holy Spirit 
begins. In the beginning God! 


KNOWLEDGE BECOMES EXPERIENCE 


But also what the Holy Spirit reveals as the first 
fact of knowledge he expects man to make the 
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first fact of his experience. Man must make the 
fact of God the determining fact in all life activi- 
ties and relations. In the beginning of life—God! 
Upon what other foundation can one rest the fact 
of his being. Fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Finished by methods far beyond the understand- 
ing of even the most eminent biologist we came 
into being. Made of the dust and awakened into 
life as God breathed into us the breath of life to 
make us living souls. Who knows any more, or as 
much, as this? What other knowledge can de- 
scribe our origin? What other author can en- 
compass our being? From what other source can 
any man be satisfied to spring? In the beginning 
of life—God! 

So in the beginning of each new day whether we 
awake to leaden skies or glowing sunshine, to the 
dull patter of rain upon the window panes, or the 
sweet song of birds in the trees, to the murk and 
muddiness of sordid streets, or the fragrance of 
flowers in garden or field, to the pain of sickness, 
or the joyous impulses of health, no day can be 
perfect in which we do not awake to the thrilling, 
throbbing consciousness of God and our commun- 
ion with him. The day is made worth the living, 
therefore, only in the realization that we lift up 
our hearts to know him, and that as deep calls unto 
deep, our spirits may respond to his Spirit and 
learn from the sound of the still small voice the 
wisdom of life’s ways, the righteous path for our 
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feet in life’s activities, and the heavenly reward of 
the labors discharged in the fear of God. 

To begin life’s work with the fact of God! Thus 
only can one know what to do, where to pitch his 
tent, or to cast his net, what profession to choose, 
what trade to follow, what partnership to make or 
refuse. 

To begin marriage with God! To realize that 
the vows which bind two lives together in those 
solemn bonds, to love and to cherish; to have and 
to hold in mutual respect and honor, in the most 
sacred of all relationship, are made not only to the 
human society in the midst of which homes are 
built and marriage is held in honor, but to God 
himself, who has said: ‘‘For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and his mother and cleave 
to his wife.’? To put God as the first fact in the 
consideration and the consummation of marriage 
everywhere and always would mean to close our 
divorce courts, and to make our homes ante-rooms 
to heaven. Thus Jesus our Lord said: ‘‘Seek ye 
first his kingdom and his righteousness and all 
things shall be added unto you.”’ 

The first fact of all facts in all life’s relation- 
ships and experiences is the fact of God. Let 
there be no denial and no avoidance. 


THE ORDERLINESS OF GOD 


The second fact in revelation is the self-evident 
fact of a divine order in creation and in the uni- 
verse. Whatever theory of the six day process 
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one may hold, the order by which God proceeds 
in his creative activities is still perfectly appar- 
ent. If you must give a billion years of time to 
the creation process, you may find that time be- 
tween the first verse of the 1st Chapter of Genesis 
and the second verse of the 1st Chapter of Gen- 
esis. ‘‘In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth and all that in them is.’’ Now for 
a time unknown as to duration ‘‘the earth was 
waste and void, and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep, and the spirit of God was brooding upon 
the face of the waters.’’ From that brooding pro- 
ceeded the order of the six days of creation. Asa 
hen broods upon the shapeless mass of an egg and 
in the fullness of time brings forth the orderly and 
organized body of a chick, so upon this shapeless 
mass of world material the spirit of God brooded 
till in the fullness of time cosmos succeeded chaos, 
order came forth from confusion. But if your 
faith demands that the six days of Genesis I shall 
be interpreted as being six days of twenty-four 
hours each, there is power enough in God for that. 
But the point of Genesis I is that whether in a 
period of a billion years or a period of six days of 
twenty-four hours each, the divine Creator, God, 
proceeded along a definite and systematic and un- 
varying order. There is an orderly progression of 
events. There is order in the progression. There 
is no confusion. There is no unseemly uncer- 
tainty. God spake and it was so. God called into 
being the uncreated and shaped the already 
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created to his plan and purpose. The order of 
Genesis I is the order of the best discoveries of 
the best scientists. And if they explain the crea- 
tive power or process, this is the order by which 
they discover that all creation’s processes have 
proceeded. God is not the author of confusion 
and the presence of an unbroken orderliness in 
the universe is a mighty argument for the De- 
signer of that design which has set the universe in 
its orderly cycles and systems. 

What appears in creation appears also every- 
where in every life and institution where the Holy 
Spirit brings forth the order of life. There is or- 
derliness and order. Men and women are born 
with what we know as ‘‘rattle-brains.’? They 
grow up in the midst of confusion to display in 
themselves a confusion worse confounded. Un- 
certainty runs through all their movements. There 
is no responsibility in their utterances. Every- 
where they go, in whatever they engage confusion 
inevitably follows. So far the only cure for this 
rattle-brain condition yet discovered is to bring 
such a life under the immediate mastery of the 
Holy Spirit. Marvelously can he take even such 
a life and set it in order. 

There are men who seem to be born with the 
idea that they pass through life but to be served. 
From babyhood to manhood they sow around them 
confusion and disorder. They leave their gar- 
ments on the floor. Their clothing and shoes and 
personal effects must constantly be picked up by 
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some doting, if mistaken, mother or sister or wife. 
You find one such in almost every home. Neither 
persuasion nor reproof nor instruction seems to 
make any appeal, or have any effect. The Holy 
Spirit would set such a life in order and deliver 
the life of such a man from the cruel tragedy of 
such disorganized confusion. So will the Holy 
Spirit himself set in order those found in the 
confusion of interminable turmoil. So might 
churches be redeemed from inefficiency to efficien- 
cy, from strife to peace, from continuous failure 
to glorious success. I heard sometime ago of a 
young minister who had been called to a church 
which for years had been in a grip of factional dis- 
putes and the distempers and disorders which 
grew out of such disputes. Shortly after his set- 
tlement, taking counsel with a woman shut-in in 
his congregation, he called a meeting of all the 
factions of the church for an open, frank and pub- 
lic discussion of the ills which beset them. But 
when they came together he proposed that before 
they discuss the matters with each other they lay 
them all before God in prayer. For an hour he 
kept them praying. Then he announced that it 
was too late for the public discussion which must 
be held upon a subsequent evening. They came 
together again, and again he started them upon 
the road of prayer. At the end of that evening 
there had yet been no discussion between the fac- 
tions, but the leader of one faction, before the 
whole assembly, crossed the room to the leader of 
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the other, first with outstretched hand, and then 
with outstretched arms, and there with mutual 
confession and mutual forgiveness the old differ- 
ences were put away. A new harmony was born 
and a new life of peace and power and joy in the 
Holy Spirit was begun for the whole church be- 
cause the Holy Spirit was permitted to bring his 
order out of their confusion. There is no other 
evidence more vital to the presence of the Spirit 
of God than order, stability and orderliness. Out 
of this sense of the Spirit’s presence is born a real- 
ity of security and a reserved consciousness of 
power. 

It is reported that during the California earth- 
quake an old saint in San Francisco remained in 
her room joyously rocking back and forth in her 
chair singing while all others in terror and dread 
of the fear of death fled in confusion. Afterwards 
somebody asked her how she could have such a 
feeling of joy. ‘‘Oh,’’ replied the saint, ‘‘I was so 
happy in the thought that my God was mighty 
enough to rock the world like that while he held 
me securely in the hand of a loving Father. I 
did not have time to be frightened, nor any occa- 
sion for fright.’ 


THE PRINCIPLE UNDERLYING GOD’S ORDER 


Now the orderliness of God is based upon a 
never varying principle. That principle is that 
‘every seed brings forth after its own kind.’’ 
There is never variation to that fact, nor a depar- 
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ture from it in all the universe. Progress in 
creation’s order proceeds on that premise. Seven 
times the progress of creation is broken by a gap 
which can be, and is, bridged only by a cataclysmic 
act of creation. There was light and a stopping 
of the Creator’s work. There was the firmament 
which did not eventuate into dry land and assem- 
bling of waters. These were created by a new fiat. 
Then a new creation brought herbs, and grasses 
and seeds into being. Following this, heavenly 
bodies came forth in obedience to the divine word. 
Then fish and fowl, then animals and finally man. 
God creates the orders of creation under this prin- 
ciple. ‘There is no transmutation of species; no 
breaking over the bounds of genera. Each after 
its own kind, reproducing itself as the law and the 
principle by which creation proceeds. I think 
without a shadow of doubt scientists, with all their 
efforts, have failed to produce a single instance in 
which this principle has been set aside. Within 
the families, grafting has certainly been accom- 
plished with a subsequent fertility, as for instance 
the California Black Walnut and the HWastern 
Black Walnut crossed by Burbank produced the 
Royal Black Walnut, but it is Black Walnut with 
Black Walnut producing Black Walnut. The de- 
lightful loganberry, fertile and productive, is but 
the crossing of the blackberry and the raspberry. 
And even if we allow the buffalo-cow crossing, the 
buffalo is sufficiently akin to the cow to be included 
in the one kind. Every barnyard, every field and 
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farm are filled with evidences of the crossings 
intra-species, but the whole world produces no ex- 
ample of an inter-species crossing; certainly not 
of an inter-genera crossing or ordinary trans- 
mutation. Here then is the principle permeating 
all creation, both physical and moral. 

There is no more certain moral principle oper- 
ating in the world than this: ‘‘Whatsoever a 
man sows, that also shall he reap.’’ For gener- 
ations the nations of Europe have sowed militar- 
ism. Naturally they reap war. Naturally they 
live in a turmoil of suspicion, false diplomacy, and 
continuous dread. This nation of ours is sowing 
broadcast a spirit of lawlessness. Can we even 
hope to avoid anarchy in the future? There are 
those among us who preach a materialism under 
the guise of national preparation against contin- 
gencies of war that may arise in the future. I de- 
clare my firm conviction: a thousand times over, 
it would be better for the nation to come to its 
hour of war, if war must come, without prepara- 
tion, and therefore with a necessity for prepara- 
tion under stress with all its attending anxieties, 
confusion and resultant burdens of taxation, than 
to sow into the hearts of our citizens the seed of 
militarism from which we must inevitably reap a 
harvest of easy wars both of aggression and of 
defense in the generation next to come. 

Yet has it been written in the Book of wisdom: 
‘‘He that soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption.’’ We need to give heed to our sys- 


BEGINNINGS 23 


tem of public and private instruction in America. 
We endow schools and entrench therein rational- 
istic teachers and still wonder that our youth 
should lose their faith. Our churches are being as- 
sailed by the very sins they have nurtured. How 
can we but establish a materialistic, social and na- 
tional life when we train the leaders of our na- 
tional life in schools where rationalism is religion 
and materialism is the life approved? A spiritual 
church cannot be builded out of a carnal member- 
ship, and as it is still true that each seed produces 
after its own kind, carnal life cannot produce 
spiritual life. The only possible hope, therefore, 
for a spiritual church body is to be found in the re- 
generation of carnal humanity by the indwelling 
Spirit of God upon condition of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore the church must go on 
preaching the new birth and demanding of men 
the experience of regeneration. 


MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 


The last great fact outstanding in the Ist 
Chapter of Genesis is the creation of man in the 
image of God. My personal conviction concern- 
ing that creation is that the likeness to God is 
physical as well as moral. From times eternal God 
had proposed himself a body as it is written in 
Hebrews 10:5. ‘‘A body didst thou prepare for 
me.’’ In the fullness of time he was to become God 
manifest in the flesh. I have not the slightest 
doubt that the body which he proposed for himself 
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in the incarnation was the pattern from which all 
bodies of his creation were fashioned. Instead of 
an evolution from the lowest to the highest, there 
is a progressive patterning of all creation from 
this perfect body which the Lord of glory him- 
self was to wear. After him every family in 
heaven and in earth is named. 

But man is created also in the likeness of God 
as to his moral faculties. Man is the climax of 
God’s self-expression. The mind with which he 
thinks, the heart with which he desires, the will 
with which he makes choices, are all reproductions 
of those moral faculties with which God is self- 
endowed. Man the creature of God, in the image 
of God, is designed for fellowship of life with 
God, and for partnership in work. He is required 
to multiply and replenish the earth. That is, to 
complete the earth. Harnessing the forces, re- 
vealing the secrets, using and commanding the 
resources which God has left hidden in nature. 
Man’s task is to open the earth’s mines, to assem- 
ble the earth’s material, to catch the world’s 
forces, to create a machinery for their use and to 
employ his powers in their direction. Thus he 
becomes a partner with God, completing or re- 
plenishing his creation. Then also he entrusts 
him with the inheritance of his glory in authority 
over all creation. That is man in the image of 
God, as the Creator designed him, and that is man 
in the estate to which Christ would restore him. 
We do not see him yet but as fallen from his high 
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estate. He has not brought all things into sub- 
jection unto himself, and we look upon man only 
with a keen disappointment, sometimes with de- 
spair. But out of our disappointment we look up 
and out to another Figure, the figure of the per- 
fect Man; who was at the same time God-man. 
While we do not see all things yet subjected we do 
see Jesus and in him perfect God, perfect man, 
we behold the partnership of God and man reach- 
ing its original purpose, accomplishing its original 
design, bringing into subjection all things to the 
praise and glory of God, to the joy and ever- 
lasting blessing of man. Therefore, in him we 
hope, and in him we rejoice. 


THE MASTER'S COLLEGE 
POWELL LIBRARY 
SANTA CLARIT 


II 
THE HOLY LAW OF THE HOLY GOD 
EHaodus XX 


UMAN knowledge lies like two parallel 

mountain ranges across the pages of hu- 
man history. Revelation is the Himalayan range 
of true knowledge. 

In the 1st Chapter of Genesis we stood upon its 
Mount Everest peak and beheld everywhere blaz- 
ing upon the far stretching horizon the first fact 
of real knowledge with which the world and its 
denizens can ever be concerned—the fact of God. 

In this chapter we stand upon the summit of a 
peak little less lofty than that other fearful height 
and observe the second great fact of the universe 
-——the fact of God’s government, God’s law. From 
these two peaks all the lower lying range of dis- 
coverable and acquired knowledge may be viewed, 
understood and appreciated. 

Inspiration introduces us first into the presence 
of God the Creator, but inspiration would be in- 
complete if it did not present to us the Creator as 
the Governor also. Indeed, there is evidence with- 
in the Scriptures that the very name God is an 
official title for Jehovah, the Creator and the Gov- 


ernor of the universe. 
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There is a necessary moral sequence between 
creation and government. Having created he 
must now govern. Any other course would be 
impossible to a holy God such as he is presented 
everywhere in the Scriptures to be. He could not 
make a world, to say nothing of the universe with 
its systems of worlds, and leave all this subject 
to the exigencies of chance or the fatalistic control 
of impersonal laws. What God makes he governs. 
Nothing else could be consistent with his character 
and his responsibility. Law had to be set up al- 
though God nowhere obligates himself to govern 
only by laws which are within the range of human 
observation. While we may assume that he will 
never govern by means that are unnatural, or anti- 
natural, it would indeed be a violent assumption 
to presume that he will never govern by laws that 
are super-natural when measured by the yardstick 
of human knowledge and ability to observe. 

Here in this chapter in which the laws of Israel 
are codified, we are introduced first of all to the 
fact of God as Governor, that is as Lawgiver and 
Executive. It is true that God allows liberties to 
his creatures and a moral freedom in keeping with 
their moral natures. There can be no denial of 
the fact, that he permits the confusion which re- 
‘sults from their revolt against him whether the 
creatures involved be those spirit creatures known 
as angels and demons, or whether they be men 
made after his own likeness and clothed in gar- 
ments of flesh, patterned after the body of his 
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son. Yet we know that he sets bounds for even 
his rebellious creatures. He lays the line and 
drops the plummet upon the liberties of Satan who 
must appear before him to give account of his 
wanderings and his works in the world and to ob- 
tain permission before he can try his power upon 
the humblest creature of God. Also God limits 
the wrath of man, making that wrath to praise 
him, and restraining the wrath that does not 
praise. So that ‘‘All things are made to work to- 
gether for good to them who love the Lord and 
are called according to his purpose.’’ That is to 
say, the ultimate issue of all things is good to those 
whose lives fit into the purpose and. plan of God, 
to those who willingly subject themselves to the 
government and obey the law of God. We have 
seen the vine endure the heat of the mid-day sum- 
mer sun and the pelting rain of the autumnal 
storm, but both the sun and the storm somehow 
were made to work together to produce the lus- 
eious grapes that in due season hung in rich 
clusters upon the vines that had been tormented 
by heat and hail. So was it in the crucifixion of 
Jesus of Nazareth, our Lord. Wicked men who 
had run mad in their wickedness, defying not 
alone the will of God, but outrunning even the 
will of their master, Satan, slew him. In spite 
of all Satan’s efforts to keep him from the cross, 
they nailed him there seeking thus to thwart the 
purpose of God; only to find at last that they 
had simply succeeded in fulfilling that purpose 
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which stood in the counsels of God from before 
the very foundations of the world. Men may be 
sure, therefore, that the hand of God is upon 
the reins of government of this world and of the 
universe of which this world is but a small part. 

Now in the effort to understand the law by 
which he governs the moral universe, we shall 
seek an illustration in the Book of his revelations. 
If I wish to know something of a great tree giant 
of the forest, I should not be foolish enough to 
lop off a branch, or pluck away a leaf, or to pick 
even a flower or seed. I should cut it down and 
saw away a cross section. Then studying this I 
should observe whether the tree grew from with- 
out in, or from within out. I should discover by 
due observation, of its defense and preservation 
from the seasons of drought or flooding through 
which 'it had passed, the presence of parasites 
which had hindered or hurt its growth; the laws 
by which it had developed and the conditions of 
the progress which it had made. So when I desire 
to know the law of God in human history in the 
world, I take a cross section of that law and study 
it. I find that cross section in the history of the 
chosen people Israel. The nature of the law, the 
conditions of its enactments, the penalties for its 
violation, the history of man’s yielding to its de- 
mands, the social results which have accrued there- 
from and all the facts and features attendant upon 
the presence of the law and the sovereignty of the 
Lawgiver. The history of Israel is a history in 
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miniature of the world in its relation to God. The 
law by which he would govern Israel is pattern of 
the law by which he would govern the whole 
moral universe. 


SOME DEFINITIONS 


In order to understand this question of God’s 
government and God’s law, we must stop for some 
clear definitions. 

What is law? Law is the limitation and defini- 
tion of relation. That is, the law of God is the 
limitation and definition of relation to God on the 
part of creatures who may have communication 
with God. As a concrete illustration of this defi- 
nition, the law of marriage is the limitation and 
definition of relations that grew out of the funda- 
mental marriage relation. The law of the land 
is the fundamental principle out of which all the 
relations of citizenship grow and by which all such 
relationships are defined and limited. The law of 
any life is the limitation and definition of the re- 
lationships of that life. 

To put it a bit differently. In relation to the 
law of God operating in the moral universe; law 
is the holiness of God directed toward man in gov- 
ernment. That is, God is himself the source and 
standard of all holiness, hence of all law. His 
personality limits and defines all relations possible 
to creatures who have relationship to him. The 
fundamental, unvarying, inescapable law of God 
is ‘‘I am holy, be ye also holy.’? As I am, you 


THE HOLY LAW OF THE HOLY GOD 31 


must be. All creature relationships are therefore 
limited and determined by the holiness of God. 
Understand I am not now discussing conduct but 
character and relations that grow out of character. 
Conduct is but the evidence of relation in action. 
Character is the source of inspiration in action. 
Holiness of nature is the foundation from which 
righteousness in conduct proceeds in unvarying 
sequence. To apprehend that fact is to apprehend 
all truth concerning the relations of moral beings. 
The holiness of God’s person is the moral law of 
the universe. So that any creature in right rela- 
tion to God shares with God his holiness and re- 
flects that holiness in his life. A holy God and a 
holy man, or any other holy creature, are in per- 
fect fellowship, in perfect harmony. That was the 
ease with Adam before his transgression. That 
was the case always with the Lord Jesus who was 
able ever to say ‘‘I and my Father are one, I de- 
light always to do his will.’’ So also the Father 
said of him, ‘‘This is my Son, my Chosen, in him 
I am well pleased.’’ Now it must appear as a 
necessary corollary that if a holy creature in per- 
fect harmony with a holy God should by any moral 
perversity bring into relation to himself an un- 
holy creature, he would immediately break fellow- 
ship with a holy God. This is what happened 
when Eve consented to consort with Satan. Two 
cannot walk together except they be agreed and 
Eve could not have fellowship with God and fel- 
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lowship with Satan while these two had no fellow- 
ship each with the other. 
This is the significance also of 2. Cor. 6:14-7:1. 


‘<Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? 
or what communion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or 
what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever? 
And what agreement hath a temple of God with 
idols? for we are a temple of the living God; even 
as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and I will be their God and they shall be my 
people. Wherefore Come ye out from among 
them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
no unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will 
be to you a Father, And ye shall be to me sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. Having 
therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.’’ 


There can hardly be any doubt that this strik- 
ing passage includes spiritual prohibition against 
mixed marriages between believers and unbeliev- 
ers, or godly and ungodly, and also against all 
partnerships, affiliations and association of rec- 
ognized and official character and against fellow- 
ship of godly people with non-Christian institu- 
tions. 

LAWS 


Laws are enactments for the regulation of con- 
duct. Laws proceed out of law and are inter- 
preted by it. For instance the law of the United 
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States is the constitution of the United States. 
All laws, enactments, or statutes designed for the 
regulation of conduct of citizens, and all others in 
relation to the government of the United States, 
are interpreted by the constitution. They must be 
so interpreted. Any statute which is unconstitu- 
tional at once fails of authority, even, of power 
to continue. Every enactment which is consti- 
tutional and so interpreted by the supreme court 
of the land, stands and becomes a part of the reg- 
ulatory laws of the nation. 

It is upon this principle that God, who is the 
God of the universe as well as the God of the 
nation Israel, introduces the Decalog to the nation 
whose history is to be an illustration of his deal- 
ings with men, with the fearful statement ‘‘I am 
Jehovah, thy God.’’ That is to say, out of that 
fact all the legislation and regulations of conduct 
within the nation are to flow. No other interpre- 
tation of the Ten Commandments is adequate. 
The holiness of God is the moral constitution of 
the universe. This holiness defines and regulates 
all relations. Therefore, all rules governing con- 
duct growing out of human relations must be in- 
terpreted by the holiness of God which is the mor- 
al constitution of the universe. 

Take the social commandments and ask your- 
self why? What is it that makes things right 
or wrong? Certainly not the mere fact that they 
are embraced in the codified laws of any nation, 
even of Israel. Certainly not the mere fact that 
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they are of the Ten Commandments, handed down 
upon tables of stone. Take some illustrations of 
them one by one. 

‘“‘Thou shalt not kill.’’ Why not? Brute crea- 
tures do and have no moral blame attached. I have 
a friend who recently shocked me very greatly by 
saying that in the proper conduct of his business 
he was for a long time annoyed by an incompetent, 
officious employe. The meddling, interfering with 
the proper conduct of his business had made my 
friend extremely unhappy. He declared that he 
became so annoyed by the presence and activity of 
the objectionable employe of the firm, that he 
finally found himself within his own mind design- 
ing ways and means by which to kill the man and 
rid himself of his presence. With a shock he dis- 
covered himself an embryonic murderer, so that he 
immediately resigned his place as a member of the 
firm and severed his connection absolutely with 
the concern. Now, why should he not have re- 
moved the man who thus annoyed him, defeated 
his purpose, and made his work unsatisfactory 
and unworthy? 

Or again: ‘‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ 
Why not? The sex relation is the expression of a 
natural human appetite. That is, obedience to 
the dictates of nature. What sets limitation of 
privilege? Who gives one man the right to one 
woman, or one woman the exclusive privilege of 
one man? ‘There is a widespread modern phil- 
osophy which declares: What is natural is beauti- 
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ful; whatever is beautiful is right. This phil- 
osophy is widely accepted in the undergraduate 
college circles of our schools. What is wrong 
with it? Who shall say ‘‘Thou shalt not’’ to the 
most elemental natural desire? 

Yet again. ‘‘Thou shalt not steal.’’ To it the 
philosophy of this world answers ‘‘Might makes 
right.’? To steal is but to take that which one de- 
sires and has ability through cunning or force to 
possess. Have we not a saw sophism widely ac- 
cepted even in legal offices and circles to the effect 
that possession is nine tenths of the law? Is it 
wrong to defraud a corporation or a government? 
If so, what makes it wrong? 

Once more. ‘‘Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness.’’ But again I ask, why not? <A lie may be 
an abomination to God, but multitudes have found 
it a very present help in time of trouble. Is it not 
true that self-preservation is the first law of na- 
ture? 

Why are these things—murder, adultery, 
stealing, lying, necessarily without the pale for 
every right-thinking, holy-living servant of God? 
There can be but one answer, and that answer to 
these questions ushers us into the immediate pres- 
ence of the holy God. Anything, everything, with- 
in the range of moral conduct is made right or 
wrong by virtue of its relationship to the holy 
person of God. The basis of my treatment of my 
fellows is my love for myself. ‘‘Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.’’ But love for self is 
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fixed by love for God. Any self-love out of con- 
sonance with the character of God is an evil thing. 
All love of self in keeping with the love of God is a 
holy thing. In other words, all my deeds must be 
in keeping with my constitution, and that consti- 
tution of my moral nature is of the moral universe, 
as the holiness of God. 

Let me try again to illustrate the thing that I 
am seeking to say. When Walter Hines Page 
was ambassador for five years at the Court of St. 
James, he had one major premise which underlay 
all his ambassadorial activities, and all his diplo- 
matic endeavors. Mr. Page was profoundly con- 
vinced of the essential unity of all the Anglo- 
Saxon peoples and of the English speaking na- 
tions of the world. Following upon this conviction 
of fact was the diplomatic corollary that all ques- 
tions relating to the governments of the English 
speaking nations of the world to each other were 
capable of a settlement upon that basic principle 
of unity of life and ultimate identity of interests. 
Mr. Page did not believe it to be possible without 
moral crime for any estrangement leading to the 
severance of diplomatic relations to occur between 
England and America, because both England and 
America are Anglo-Saxon by race and employ the 
English language as their national medium of 
thought expression. May I say in passing that 
I share profoundly this view of Mr. Page. It was 
the view voiced repeatedly and constantly em- 
phasized during the course of his ambassadorship 
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which ultimately changed the attitude of President 
Wilson, held the American nation true to its prop- 
er relations and associations, and brought it at 
last into the World War on the side of interna- 
tional righteousness rather than upon the side of 
that monstrous German conception which intended 
first to destroy its European enemies and later 
make conquest of the American nation as well. 
The results of practical unity of race and interest 
between England and America would guarantee 
the ultimate settlement in peace and good-will of 
every possible question which may arise between 
the two nations and would also enable them by 
virtue of their governments in the Dominion of 
Canada, the Territory of Alaska, the Islands of 
Hawaii, in Australia and New Zealand, in the 
Philippine Islands, in India, in South Africa, in 
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, in the 
United States and Cuba, to determine the stand- 
ards of conduct and the course of conduct in in- 
ternational relations for all the nations of the 
earth. 

It seems to me that this is a rather perfect illus- 
tration of the great moral principle of God’s gov- 
ernment in the universe. Let us maintain this es- 
sential unity between God and man, between God 
and all moral creatures, and we have at once fixed 
the basis for adjustment of all moral relations, the » 
making of all moral standards and the direction 
of all moral conduct in the universe. It is only 
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when man consents to a break between himself and 
God that sin enters with all its attendant woes. 


THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 


But alas! What are we and what do we? The 
law, the constitutional law of God’s holiness, has 
been violated by man; and, so manisarebel. The 
laws of God’s government based upon the consti- 
tutional law of his holiness, are all broken; and so, 
man is a criminal. Therefore in man’s present 
state it is impossible to discuss law apart from 
penalty and grace. Is there any hope for man 
who has violated the constitutional law and broken 
the laws of God’s realm? There is only one direc- 
tion from which hope may come. That direction 
is discovered at once when the sinner hears the 
voice of grace. For grace answers. ‘‘Yes, there 
is hope for the rebel and hope for the criminal, 
that is, there is hope'in me.”’ 

What then is grace? As law is the holiness of 
God directed toward his moral creatures in gov- 
ernment, as law is the limitation and definition of 
relation between moral beings, so grace is the holi- 
ness of God directed toward recovery of those 
who have come into wrong relation, or have broken 
the bounds of prescribed relation. How then does 
grace operate? Remember that grace is the holi- 
ness of God in action with the one purpose of 
man’s moral recovery. Therefore, grace as the 
holiness of God takes the penalty imposed of ne- 
cessity by violated law. The rebel must die if the 
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law of God lives, but if the rebel dies he cannot be 
saved. To die is to perish under the law. Grace, 
therefore, being without sin, substitutes its own 
holiness for the unholy rebel in the place of pen- 
alty. It assumes guilt which does not belong to 
it. There is a hint of this, nay, more than a hint, 
a strong statement of implication, in the intro- 
duction to the Decalog: ‘‘I am Jehovah thy God, 
who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage.’’ Here is pure grace. 
Jehovah put his neck into the yoke of Egyptian 
bondage with Israel and thereby broke the bond- 
age and delivered his people therefrom. He bore 
them on his wings as an eagle. He endured their 
gainsayings and murmurings. He substituted 
mercy for justice, patience for wrath, forgiveness 
for the penalty of death, and taking their sins 
bore them, removing thus the barrier between him- 
self and them. But grace did this great thing. 
Then having removed the barrier of sin which 
separated from God, grace showing love toward 
the unlovely, communicates its own holiness to 
the sinner made unholy through sin, thus changing 
his nature, putting away sin and making a new 
creature, restoring the fellowship with God and 
empowering again to maintain that fellowship in 
righteousness, in peace, and in truth. Therefore 
it is written in Heb. 10:16, ‘‘I will put my laws 
on their heart and upon their mind also will I 
write them.’’ That is to say, grace accomplishes 
what law had not been able to accomplish. Grace 
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restores fellowship, renews nature, and energizes 
with its own divine nature the renewed mind. 

In closing let me try an illustration. I heard 
recently a story of Mr. William Ellison of Vir- 
ginia, which greatly moved me. Mr. Ellison was 
for twenty-five or more years, the unpaid secre- 
tary of the Baptist State Mission Board of Vir- 
ginia. A man of high social position, of the no- 
blest personal uprightness of character, and of a 
life-long sacrificial service for his fellows in the 
name of Christ. A friend who occupied a desk in 
Mr. Ellison’s office is responsible for the story. 
One day there walked into the office a disreputable 
wreck, an unshaven, unclean, dirty tramp. He 
asked for Mr. Ellison who looked up from his desk 
and said, ‘‘I am William Ellison.’’ Without 
wasting words the stranger said, ‘‘Mr. Ellison, I 
am a college man of good family. I had a good 
start with every prospect of success. I am an ab- 
solute failure; I am now at the bottom. I have 
not a chance of recovery. I have no friends, no 
standing, no character, but I want a new chance.’’ 
My friend said that Mr. Ellison looked him in the 
eye for a moment, then thrust his hand into his 
pocket, pulled out a roll of bills, handed them to 
the man and said, ‘‘Go to such and such a place 
and have a bath and a shave, and a hair cut, buy 
clothes and shoes; re-dress yourself and come back 
to me.’’ The man looked at him for a moment, 
took the proffered money and walked out. Mr. 
Ellison turned quietly to his desk and went on 
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with his work. His friend thought that the tramp 
would never return, but to his amazement an hour 
or two later he did come back, shorn, shaved, clean, 
and well dressed. Then Mr. Ellison said to him, 
‘Tf you are to have a new chance you must have 
a home and a standing. Come with me to my 
home. I shall give you a place in my family. I 
shall introduce you in my name to my neighbors 
and my friends, and use my influence to help you 
find work.’’ All this he did. Some years passed 
by and one day the same man came again into 
Mr. Ellison’s office. He was now prosperous in 
business, established in society, reformed in char- 
acter. Again he addressed Mr. Ellison saying, 
‘“Wive years ago I came to you clothed in rags. 
You gave me clean garments instead. I came to 
you without character. You gave me character. 
I came to you without standing. You established 
me. I had no home. You made me a member of 
your household.’’ Then his voice broke and he 
said, ‘‘What you did for me I came to realize you 
did because of your relationship to the divine Mas- 
ter. So one day I stood in his presence, and said 
to him what I had said to you. For my moral un- 
cleanness he gave me the robe of his righteousness. 
Since I had no moral standing, he gave me his 
name. I had no family. He has brought me into 
his church and made me a member of his own 
household. He has redeemed me, renewed me, 
restored me, and to-day, Mr. Ellison, thanks to 
your exemplification of his holiness and his mercy, 
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I am going back after years of absence to lay my 
lips in a kiss of love upon the lips of my aged 
mother. I have not seen her,for years, and I 
dared not go till I knew I was not only saved but 
safe. But now I go in the confidence of that holi- 
ness which he has given, substituting his life for 
mine, and renewing in me the blessed hope of a 
life to be lived with him.’’ 

What more can be said. What more perfect 
fulfillment of law which is but one expression of 
God’s holiness through grace, another expression 
of that same holiness? 


Til 
THE ATONEMENT 
Leviticus XVI 


HE Old Testament uses many types, symbols 

and ceremonials to set forth the spiritual 
realities revealed in the New Testament. These 
are shadows of things to come. Many of them are 
shadows of, which Christ is the substance. It is his 
silhouette that is cast upon the screen of proph- 
ecy. Everyone has seen a room with a lamp on 
the wall and the curtain stretched, and a figure 
between the two. Under these circumstances the 
shape of the figure is cast upon the curtain. We 
call it a projection upon the screen. That is what 
is done in prophecy through the types and symbols 
of the Old Testament. History is fhe curtain; 
Christ the figure filling all time whose shadow, was 
cast by the light of revelation forward through 
the centuries to meet and challenge the faith of 
those Old Testament saints. ,Not yet ready to 
appear he desired that those who searched for 
him out of their deepest yearnings and the high- 
est aspirations of the spirit should yet be able to 
embrace in him the promise of redemption. So he 


threw forward his shadow so true to the substance 
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of his Person that the prophets were able to de- 
fine him, describe him, and foretell in detail One 
whose face was more marred than the visage of 
any man; One who was betrayed by his friends; 
One who hanging upon the cross yet had his 
bones not broken though his garments were parted. 
They saw him die without sin as he had lived with- 
out sin. They saw him buried with a rich man in 
his death which had been accomplished with the 
wicked and yet by the perfect clearness of the 
shadow he cast before them, understood that he 
could not see corruption, that the grave could not 
hold him. ' 

Thus, the whole ceremonial of Leviticus XVI, 
sets forth in perfect type the Christ who is to 
come, and the atonement which he is to effect. We 
have in this chapter of the scapegoat the shadow 
of the atonement wrought out in Christ, our Sub- 
stitute. 

THE HOLY PLACE 

The sixteenth chapter of Leviticus introduces 
us into the Holy Place. Perhaps it ought ,to be 
described more accurately the Holiest Place, a 
perfect symbol of eternity with only one door of 
approach, before which hung a veil woven 
throughout without seam from top to bottom. It 
contained an altar, the ark of the covenant and the 
golden mercy seat, behind which the cherubim 
spread out their wings. 

This was the one meeting place ‘between God 
and man. The golden mercy seat was on the ark 
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which contained, among other things, the two 
tables of law, thus indicating that. mercy is based 
upon righteousness, that there could be no atone- 
ment which does not fulfill the law. Into this 
Holy Place once a year one man, the high priest, 
was permitted to go. Before approaching he must 
bathe himself in clean water, clothe himself in 
white linen, and bring for himself the blood of a 
bull. Then he must sprinkle the blood of the bull 
on the eastern side of the altar and upon the 
mercy seat. Having burned incense that the 
smoke therefrom might serve as a veil to hide the 
face of God whom no man might see and live, he 
made atonement for his own sins, went back to 
the door of the tabernacle and slew one of the two 
goats which had been provided. He then brought 
the blood of the goat as a sin offering for the peo- 
ple into the Holiest of Holies and did with it as he 
had done with the blood of the bull. A sinless 
priest bearing the sin atonement of the people. 
Thus is established in type and symbol the media- 
torial approach to God. 


THE HOLINESS OF GOD 


Whatever else this chapter means it signifies 
that in the holy place Israel approached the very 
Person of the holy God, ‘‘For I will appear in the 
cloud upon the mercy-seat.’’? Here is emphasized 
his holiness. The holiness of this place is the 
holiness of his Person. Now the holiness of God 
is the sum of all his attributes of deity. It is the 
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expression of his divine Person. In Ps. 89:35 it 
is written of him, ‘‘Once have I sworn by my 
holiness,’?’ and in Heb. 6:13, ‘‘For when God 
made promise to Abraham, since he could swear 
by none greater he swore by himself.’’? That is 
to say, putting the two passages together, that 
when God swears by his holiness he swears by him- 
self; and—the holiness of God is therefore the 
personality of God. 

Now this holy place was the only place in the 
universe in which God could be approached by 
sinful man. There was none other. Here he re- 
vealed himself. Here he provided the means of 
mediatorial approach. Here he was pleased to 
grant pardon, give mercy, remove sins, and re- 
store to fellowship with himself. 

It should not be understood that since this holy 
place was the only place of meeting that God 
permitted to man, that the limitation is the limi- 
tation of hardness or of arbitrary cruelty. It is 
the limitation not of hardness but of mercy. It is 
not the limitation of denial but of provision. 
There had been no place and no way by which 
man, the sinner, could come into the presence of 
the holy God and live. God’s mercy opens this 
one place. It is as if men were lost in a desert, 
parched by thirst, overwhelmed by fear, without 
shelter or water. As far as eye could see the hori- 
zon pictured desolation. Suddenly in the midst 
of this howling wilderness and waste of desolation, 
one spring breaks forth with water enough to re- 
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fresh, to satisfy and to save ‘all who would come 
and drink. So it is in a world where the desolation 
of sin is universal. Our sins have hid his face 
from us, our iniquities have shut off all approach 
between him and ourselves. There is no ear to 
hear when we cry; no arm to save when we perish. 
It is in a world desolated thus by sin that God 
opens the holy place and bids men there find life. 

Without the holy place and its provisions of 
mercy humanity is confronted with this terrible 
statement of fact. ‘‘Our God is a consuming fire.’’ 
“Tt is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God.’’ ‘‘Without holiness shall no man 
see God and live.’? Yet man was made for God. 
As eyes are made for the light, man is made for 
God. Between the Spirit of God and the spirit of 
man there is a voice speaking. Deep calls unto 
deep. Life draws upon life, but life may destroy 
life as well as preserve life. Eyes made for the 
light may be blinded by the sun, the source of 
light, if they undertake to approach the sun with- 
out mediation. A plant that can only live in the 
heat may be destroyed by the heat. So the holy 
Author of being and Source of life to every living 
soul, may destroy the soul approaching him with- 
out mediation. 

Yes, everything in the holiest of holy places 
proclaims the holiness of God and therefore the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin. It is the sword in the 
east gate of the Garden of Eden guarding the way 
to the tree of life. It is shutting out those who 
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come unworthily and keeping open the way to 
those who fulfill the conditions, pay the price, and 
obey the demands made by the holiness of God 
upon the sinner. 


APPROACH BY MEDIATION 


Careful attention should be given to God’s 
warning to Aaron through Moses in the first verse 
of this great chapter. It will be remembered that 
Aaron’s sons had undertaken to approach God 
with strange fire in their censers. That is, they 
had lightly esteemed the law of atonement, the 
holiness of God, and their own sinfulness, as well 
as the sinfulness of the people whom they were 
chosen to represent, and they had been slain, the 
wrath of God blazing forth upon them. So Aaron 
is warned ‘‘that he come not at all times into the 
holy place within the veil, before the mercy-seat 
which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will 
appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat.’’ This 
is the age-long lesson that men have ever been un- 
willing to learn. The light estimate of sin began 
with Cain. Following upon that old estimate of 
sin is always a frivolous conception of the right 
of approach to God. So Cain refused the blood 
atonement, laying the first fruits of his labors 
upon God’s altar, and was rejected instanter. 

A young college student recently said to me that 
he could not understand why a pious, moral, right- 
living pagan should not be saved on the same basis 
and as surely as a baby. That is a difficulty with 
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many men, who do not sense the fact that it is not 
the goodness of man but the holiness of God which 
saves. Hternal life is qualitative, not quantita- 
tive, primarily. That is to say, eternal life is life 
communicated to man from the eternal One, the 
holy God. Peter puts it strongly: ‘‘By the ex- 
ceeding precious promises of God we are made 
partakers of the divine nature.’’ Paul gives 
the same fact a little different setting when he 
declares: ‘‘The life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God. It is not I that 
live, but Christ that liveth in me.’’ 

My young friend also missed the fact that there 
is but one Mediator through whom this divine life 
may be communicated. The distance between God 
and man is too great for the divine spark to leap 
unaided across the intervening space. Should 
man approach God on his own behalf he would 
certainly meet with instant death. Salvation is 
a question of insulation and mediation involving 
communication. Every step of the mediatorial way 
is marked with blood. The high priest dared not 
approach the holiest of holy places without blood. 
Without blood there is no remission, and the blood 
means always substitution. It is life for life. 
There is no other mediation. Let me illustrate. 

Here is a room in which hangs a perfectly good 
incandescent, but there is no light. Yet the room 
is dark and needs light. The evening shadows 
are gathering and it will need more light. The 
need is urgent and will soon become an emergency, 


50 TEN GREATEST CHAPTERS IN BIBLE 


so I take counsel how to remedy the situation. 
First I call in a charwoman and have the incan- 
descent and the globes pertaining to it all washed 
and rehung. Still there is no light. I then decide 
that the paper on the wall needs to be renewed, 
and quickly. employ the interior decorator, and the 
walls are made clean anew. Still no light! Then 
it occurs to me that it might be a question of fur- 
niture and so the furniture is all changed; old 
styles thrown out, new styles brought in. Still 
no light; Then the old carpet must be taken out, 
the floors renewed and a new carpet laid. But 
even when this is done, still there is no lght. 
Then some one suggests that light in the incan- 
descent is dependent upon its reception of power 
from the electric light plant. But that reception 
of power is dependent entirely upon the wire laid 
between the power plant and the incandescent. So 
we have that insulated mediation established and 
then by the turn of a switch, symbolic of the faith 
that links us to Christ in the spiritual world, the 
whole room is flooded with light. Of course it is 
a better room now for the new wall paper, the 
clean globes, the good furniture and the new car- 
pet, but not any, nor all, of these made the light. 
So it is in man’s relation to God. It is not new 
habits, new clothes, new manners, new friends, 
new anything else, but a new nature accomplished 
through the mediation of him who in his nature 
has brought God and man into union. 


THE ATONEMENT d1 


THE ADJUSTMENT OF RELATION 


The high priest brings into the holy place first 
the blood of a bull which is his substitute for him- 
self. He is taken from among men, is one of them, 
and like them must be delivered from the taint of 
sin to appear on their behalf in the presence of a 
holy God. The divinely ordained procedure is 
very simple :— 


‘““Herewith shall Aaron come into the holy 
place: With a young bullock for a sin offering, 
and a ram for a burnt offering. He shall put on 
the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen 
breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with 
the linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he 
be attired: they are the holy garments; and he 
shall bathe his flesh in water, and put them on. 
And he shall take of the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel two he-goats for a sin offering, and 
one ram for a burnt offering. And Aaron shall 
present the bullock of the sin offering, which is for 
himself, and make atonement for himself, and for 
his house. And he shall take the two goats, and 
set them before Jehovah at the door of the tent 
of meeting. And Aaron shall cast lots upon the 
two goats; one lot for Jehovah, and the other 
lot for Azazel. And Aaron shall present the goat 
upon which the lot fell for Jehovah, and offer him 
for a sin offering. But the goat, on which the lot 
fell for Azazel, shall be set alive before Jehovah, 
to make atonement for him, to send him away for 
Azazel into the wilderness.’’ Lev. 16 :3-10. 


After having offered the sin offering for him- 
self, he brought the blood of the goat and offered it 
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for the sin of the people. Only a sinless priest 
could bear the sin offering for the people. The sin 
offering also dealt only with the question of sin 
which is the anti-type to holiness. That is, the 
thing affected by the sin offering within the holy 
place was the relation between God and man. The 
thing effected was reconciliation. The sin offering 
employed a substitute, thus confessing rebellion 
and a just penalty of death. The golden mercy- 
seat of pure beaten gold on the ark of the cove- 
nant, which contained chiefly among other things 
the two tables of the law, indicated that mercy is 
based upon righteousness, and that reconciliation 
cannot be accomplished apart from a due and just 
consideration of the fulfillment of the law. It is 
for that reason that we read later in the Scrip- 
tures: ‘‘Christ is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to everyone that believeth.’? The holy of 
holy places was not so much concerned with what 
the people had done but with their inner attitude 
of heart and mind toward God. The offering of 
the bullock for the priest and the ram for the peo- 
ple was a renewal of allegiance, the fact of which 
was the re-connection of the people with the very 
source and foundation of life in God himself. 
Some time ago a friend sent into my home a 
beautiful hydrangea. After a day or two we no- 
ticed that it was badly wilted. Some of the lower 
leaves were falling off, others were turning yellow. 
It occurred to me that the hydrangea as it stood 
rather perfectly represented society. There was 
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the individual stock. The limbs, the leaves, the 
flowers, represented society in its various relations 
and in its relation to the individual. So in my mind 
in an effort to restore the wilted leaves and flow- 
ers, I called a family gathering and delivered a 
lecture to them on botanical sociology. At once a 
debate arose in the circle. Some understood that 
it was not a sociological question at all, but a ques- 
tion of pure economics. Others thought it was a 
matter of environment, and so the debate pro- 
ceeded materially while the flower further wilted 
and drooped. Then we took steps to recover its 
botanical society. One advocated its immediate 
destruction lest whatever was the matter with it 
affect other plants in the house. Better counsel 
prevailed and so the leaves were brushed and 
washed; then we sprayed perfume on the failing 
buds and flowers. Finally we washed the pot the 
flower was planted in. Then we moved it into an- 
other room, lighter and with a better environment. 
Then we put it in the midst of various vases of 
expensive cut flowers. But none of these availed. 
Change of environment, change of circumstances, 
the washing and perfuming processes, the discus- 
sions, left the flower still wilted. Finally, the 
youngest member of the family suggested that the 
lady who brought the flower in had said it lived 
on water and that no water had been given it for 
two days. We laughed at the idea of saving the 
leaves and the blooms with the simple expediency 
of putting the roots in contact with sufficient mois- 
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ture, but the plant was dying and we poured in a 
pint of water to the soil around its roots. Within 
five minutes the wilted leaves were restored, with- 
in a day, the buds were again breaking into bloom. 
We had saved the plant, the individual, and we 
had saved the leaves and the blooms, the society. 
A miracle indeed! But when the individual was 
saved, society was saved and the flower bloomed as 
well in one environment as in another and did not 
concern itself at all with the good floors, or the 
furniture, or the wall paper, which surrounded it. 

So in the great economy of God the one definite 
plan for the recovery of man is the recovery of 
men. Bring the individual life into contact with 
God; renew harmony between the two; make avail- 
able the eternal life of its divine Author for those 
who preach, and all society will be saved in the 
saving of the individual units of society. 


THE GOAT OF REMOVAL 


Here is the question and problem of sins. The 
sin offering has been made and the sin problem 
settled. Now the priest without sin, on behalf of 
the people without sin, lays his hands upon the 
head of the goat of removal and confessing his 
sins, and theirs, has them taken away into, and 
lost, in the wilderness. Even so it is written in 1. 
John 1:7-9, ‘‘The blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
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forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.’’ Sins are taken away upon the 
basis of the previous presentation of the sin offer- 
ing. 

Once I suffered a case of blood poisoning. My 
hand was swollen, my joints were in pain. Dan- 
ger threatened my very life. I had tried bath- 
ings and lotions, poultices, bandages and medi- 
eines. Nothing availed. A thoroughly instructed 
scientific medical man was called in and saw the 
hand. He immediately laid open the seat of in- 
fection, thrust in gauze for drainage and left the 
inflamed and diseased portion to recover itself 
without external application. When internal 
health had been restored, external health prevailed 
as a natural sequence. ‘‘So being justified by the 
death of Christ we are saved through his life.’’ 
That is, in his death Christ removes the cause of 
death for us, having become sin on our behalf and 
now through his sinless life we are empowered to 
live the life of his holiness. 


TYPE AND ANTI-TYPE 


IT must not close this exposition without a ref- 
erence to one of the most remarkable passages of 
the New Testament as fulfillment of the whole typ- 
ology of this remarkable chapter, the 16th of 
Leviticus. I refer to the passage contained in 
chapters 6, 7, 8, and 9 of Hebrews. God, willing 
‘‘to give a strong encouragement to those who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 
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before us which we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and stedfast and entering into that 
which is within the veil; whither as a forerunner 
Jesus entered for us, having become a high priest 
for ever after the order of Melchizedek.’’ Heb. 
6 :18-20. ‘‘So Christ also, having been once offered 
to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second 
time, apart from sin, to them that wait for him, 
unto salvation.’’ Heb. 9:28. Aaron, and every 
Aaronic high priest during the whole period of the 
shadow revelation of the Old Testament filled the 
divinely ordained procedure. The high priest 
bore the sin offering, the blood of the bullock, for 
himself into the holiest of holy places. Having 
offered it, he came forth a sinless priest. Then 
this sinless priest took the sin offering for the 
people and went into the holy place. So when he 
came out the second time he came a sinless priest 
unto a sinless people as they waited for him at the 
door of the tabernacle. So, when the Lord Jesus, 
our High Priest, came first through the veil unto 
the people, he came a sinless High Priest. The 
holy Son of God undefiled, he provided a sin 
offering for the people. He made his soul a sin 
offering. He substituted himself for them, and 
then with the blood of the Lamb slain before time 
eternal, now offered in the end of time upon the 
cross of Calvary, he entered in within the veil 
where as High Priest he now tarries, ever living 
to make intercession for us according to the will 
of God. One day this sinless priest having com- 


THE ATONEMENT o7 


pleted atonement for the people, will come forth 
without sin unto the people who wait for him, and 
the whole over-shadowing truth will be accom- 
plished in him. Thus a nation shall be born in a 
day. Thus a renewed people, reconciled, restored, 
empowered for righteousness, will enter once 
again, under the reign of God, a kingdom and 
priests unto our God, in that kingdom over which 
the High Priest, even Jesus in his royal character 
as universal King, shall reign. 


IV 
THE SUFFERER 
Isaiah LIT 


ITHOUT doubt this is the greatest chapter 
on sin and salvation by grace in all the 
Bible. It is prophecy meeting all conditions of 
prophecy in that it is remote in time, minute in 
detail and peculiar in character. It is gospel in 
all essentials, offering free and unmerited salva- 
tion to unworthy sinners displaying therein the 
love of God and the vicarious atonement perfected 
by Christ, the Son, and the perfect fruition of that 
grace in the sanctification of a people in whom the 
Saviour shall find complete satisfaction for all his 
travail. The chapter is a complete and a faithful 
portrait of the vicarious Sufferer. Its revelation 
proceeds under three views of this Sufferer. 


THE LEPROUS ONE 


The portrait of this One is presented in chap- 
ters 52:13 to 53:3. The person presented here is 
of One who incarnated sin in himself. That is, of 
One in whom man identifies himself with sin, and 
sin identifies itself with man. This is the last and 


full grown expression of sin in human life. All 
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life being destroyed by the progress of sin in the 
life, at last the sinner becomes sin. That is the 
horrible consideration. That is the contempla- 
tion of an inescapable and abhorrent fact. 

Sin presented as an abstract moral question 
may be discussed as an ethical problem. But it 
is not the problem of sin, nor the ethical problems 
involved in sin, with which we are concerned in 
this great chapter. It is the fact of sin in its ulti- 
mate result in life. A distinguished professor of 
ethics at Harvard recently lectured to a medical 
class in Harvard Medical school, undertaking to 
answer any question those embryonic physicians 
and surgeons might ask. And they asked many. 
Rather surprisingly most of the questions asked 
were of an ethical character, questions relating to 
the ethics of certain medical relationships, and 
practices. The great teacher, who had himself 
been a great physician, gave direct and equivocal 
answers and for over an hour, provoking the keen- 
est interest, held his forum. Without doubt he 
quickened, and stimulated moral perceptions, ele- 
vated ethical standards and enlarged the moral 
horizon. But there was no bringing home to the 
individual conscience any sense of sin or appli- 
cation of righteousness. There was no estimating 
the final outcome of sin in a discussion which was 
purely academic. That is not the kind of discus- 
sion which is involved in the revelation of the 
58rd of Isaiah. 

Sin, even as a personal experience, may be a 
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matter so vaguely understood as to have little 
spiritual effect in the life. It may be easily ac- 
cepted as a part of a universal experience and 
excused on the ground of extenuating circum- 
stances, or of universal practice. Personal sin 
may be evaded, modified, and sometimes escaped 
through the operation of mercy. But in this 
great gospel prophecy sin appears in its full- 
grown expression incarnate in a human life. And 
this view of sin is staggering and overwhelming. 
To look upon that picture is to faint. Put to- 
gether some of the features of the Person herein 
described and remember that these features of a 
composite personality represent man and hu- 
manity. List them and blend them into the fea- 
tures and form of one Person: 


a. His visage was more marred than that of 
any man. 

b. And his form than the sons of men. 

e. He has no form nor comeliness. 

d. When we see his face there is no beauty 
that we should desire him. 

e. He is a man of sorrows. 

f. Despised and rejected. 

g. Acquainted with grief. 

h. One from whom men hide their faces. 


To look at him is to throw up the arm as if to 
ward off a blow, or the hands to cover the eyes. 
It is to feel a faintness, a sagging of the knees, 
to be overcome by nausea. A friend of mine re- 
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cently undertook to describe to me the appearance 
of a patient whom he had found in the hospital of 
one of the greatest cancer specialists of America. 
The face had been eaten away till the eyelids had 
parted and the lips were separated and the nose 
had disappeared, and the ears and the whole face 
were a mass of nauseating inflammation. As he 
told me I turned sick, I could hardly endure the 
description. That is God’s description of sin. 
You will find it in the 1st chapter of Isaiah. 
‘<The whole head is sick, and the whole heart 
is faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, 
and bruises, and festering sores: They have not 
been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified 
with oil.’’? Can any picture be more terrible? 
Yonder face of Isaiah 53 is the devil face of the 
heathen idol, for without doubt in those hideous 
features to which the heathen bow down and wor- 
ship, they have brought all that imagination can 
portray of evil and the author of evil in the 
world. There, too, are the bloated features of the 
lost and most desperate devotees ‘of lustful in- 
dulgences to be found in the lowest dives of our 
great slum centers. ‘There, also, the diseased 
tissues of our worst contagious hospitals. And 
to all these are added the most horrible expres- 
sion of moral perversion. To look upon the pic- 
ture, and to understand its significance, is to have 
fear, horror and disgust seize upon us. Instinc- 
tively we raise the cry, ‘‘He is smitten of God 
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and afflicted.’? Nothing else can explain such 
fearful expression, such awful features. But he 
receives his just deserts for horrible and unut- 
terable misdeeds. Job’s friends caught this 
glimpse of that Sufferer when, sitting before him, 
they arraigned him by the voice of philosophy, 
and the voice of science and the voice of ex- 
perience. Surely there is no unmerited grief. 
So this is the cry of those who see, as the prophets 
saw, that form without beauty; that marred 
face of the man of sorrows. It is no wonder that 
the rabbis called him ‘‘The Leprous One,’’ the 
name carrying with it the significance of utter 
pollution, utter corruption, utter uncleanness. No 
wonder that in seeing him die on a Roman cross 
they taunted him with the gibe that he was being 
smitten of God and afflicted, saying to him, ‘‘ Now 
if God will have him let him save him from the 
cross.’’ 

We have seen it written ‘‘God cannot look upon 
sin’’ and we have heard the voice of One crying 
from that cross, ‘‘My God, My God, why hast 
thou forsaken me,’’ so that we understand that 
not alone the faces of men are turned away from 
this Sufferer, but we learn that the face of God 
is turned away from him too. Behold the Suf- 
ferer! 

THE STARTLING TRANSITION 

Now as we gaze upon that fearful picture a 
strange transition occurs. The horror remains. 
The unspeakable unsightliness is in no wise miti- 
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gated, but the features change. This is not some 
mysterious or mystical Sufferer. It is not One 
who is the composite of human life, that I see 
as I gaze upon him, but suddenly it is I, my- 
self, whom I see there. This is the meaning and 
significance of this statement, ‘‘So shall he startle 
many nations.’’ In all nations there shall be 
men who will see this transition and behold them- 
selves as the incarnate sin attributed there to 
him. ‘‘Kings shall shut their mouths before him,’’ 
for in the act of judging, condemning, and destroy- 
ing, they shall be smitten with dumbness at be- 
holding him at the judgment seat. ‘‘That which 
they had not heard shall they consider.’’ That 
was the transfer which the Publican saw when 
he cried, smiting upon his breast and not daring 
to lift up his head, but crying in agonizing shame: 
‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’’ It was Paul 
who cried aloud: ‘‘O, wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”’ 
That was the face that the woman to whom I 
preached in North Carolina saw, when she cried: 
‘‘T did not know that a human heart could be so 
black as mine.’’ Isaiah himself had seen that 
vision and its accompanying transition, for he 
wrote in Isaiah 6:1 ff., ‘‘I saw the Lord high and 
lifted up and I cried (as the leper cries, hand 
upon lip), ‘‘Woe is me! for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of un- 
clean lips.’’ It was this transition from the Suf- 
ferer to himself as the guilty one that led David 


64 TEN GREATEST CHAPTERS IN BIBLE 


to cry out in that great penitential Psalm: ‘‘For 
I know my transgressions: and my sin is ever be- 
fore me. Against thee, and thee only, have I 
sinned, And done that which is evil in thy sight.’’ 
It was understanding the significance of this 
great prophecy, as interpreted to him by a mis- 
sionary, that led an African chief suddenly to 
leap to his feet and cry: ‘‘Come down, come down 
from that cross, I tell you. You have no busi- 
ness there, that is my place.’’ 


A STRANGE BLENDING 


Then a marvelous thing happens. The horror 
remains still. The sin and its hideous result are 
constant, but those features of the Sufferer again 
change. They were his. They become mine, and 
now mine blend into his again, and his features 
blend into mine. I do not lose myself there, nor 
the sense of my presence, but again find him in 
the suffering. We are there together, and some- 
how in the mystery of grace he is identified with 
me, and I am identified with him there in that 
picture. In sudden understanding the prophet 
eries: ‘‘He had done no violence, neither was 
any deceit in his mouth.’’ How then can sorrows 
overwhelm him? How can the sinless One suffer 
and die? Again lightened by a divine illumina- 
tion he understands and writes ‘‘Surely he has 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He 
was wounded for our transgressions and bruised 
for our iniquities. The chastisement of our peace 
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was upon him and with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned 
everyone to his own way, and the Lord has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all.’’ So we understand 
the gospel message. On the cross Christ identifies 
himself with the sinner, and takes the sinner’s 
sin, and, on the cross by faith, the sinner identifies 
himself with Christ and takes his place. In tak- 
ing the sinner’s place, Christ takes the sinner’s 
sin. In taking Christ’s place the sinner loses 
his sin and takes Christ’s holiness. Can ever 
any experience be more blessed? Can ever any 
consideration be more transforming? Can ever 
any gospel be more appealing? You may call 
it theory if you like. You may ridicule it as the 
gospel of the shambles, but it is the gospel of 
Isaiah 53, and it is the gospel of Romans 5, and 
of John 3:16, and of I. Corinthians 15:3. It is 
the gospel of every sinner saved by grace to 
whom has come the realization that his sins, 
though they were as scarlet, have been made white 
as snow, and though they were many have been 
removed from him as far as the east is from 
the west, and have been buried in a blessed and 
everlasting oblivion. 


SATISFACTION WITH THE SUBSTITUTION 


There is a three-fold satisfaction in the sub- 
stitution as revealed in Isaiah 53. 

First it satisfied Jehovah God. It pleased God 
to bruise him, the Sufferer. For me he made his 
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soul a sin offering, and now since it is accom- 
plished and the grace of God is therein revealed, 
it is recorded that the pleasure of God shall pros- 
per in the hands of his suffering Servant, his 
sinless Son. Yes, God is satisfied. His law is 
satisfied. His justice is satisfied. The law’s 
penalty is paid. The law’s demands are met since 
‘‘Christ is the end of the law for righteou~ness 
ta everyone that believeth.’? In him sin uas 
been judged, condemned, punished and put away. 
What more could a righteous God demand? But 
doubly is he satisfied in that he remains just 
while justifying the sinner through this substi- 
tution of the Son for the sinner. ‘‘For God com- 
mendeth his own love toward us in that while 
we were yet enemies Christ died for us.’’ 


IT SATISFIES THE SINNER 


For there is healing in the substitution. He 
has paid my debt and I go free. I have seen him 
‘as I am, and I live. Of him it is written: ‘‘My 
righteous servant shall make many righteous and 
bear their iniquities’’ and for me that prophecy 
has become experience, for since I beheld him in 
my place, taking my guilt, and paying my penalty, 
something has transpired. The love of sinning is 
gone and all my sin I repudiate and identify 
myself with him as its enemy. Day by day, also, 
I am quickened with a living hope that since Christ 
has been formed within me, there is for me the 
hope of glory. For there is an abiding expecta- 
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tion that having seen him as I am, one day I 
shall see him as he is. Therefore with a joy so 
powerful as to be not understood, to be spoken 
with bated breath, I ery softly but triumphantly 
to my soul, ‘‘It doth not yet appear what we shall 
be, but we know when he appears we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is. Though now we 
see through a glass darkly, we shall see face to 
face, and when we awake we shall behold his 
form and be satisfied.’’ 


THE SUFFERER IS SATISFIED 


That substitution satisfied the substitute, the 
Sufferer. Here it is recorded, ‘‘He shall see of 
the travail of his soul and be satisfied.’’ The 
price he paid was not too great for the prize he 
gained. We have heard the story of the miner 
who, for the love of his betrothed left her and 
went down into a mine, shut himself away from 
the light and the association of his fellows. He 
gave himself to trials and labors and pain, travail 
of body and mind and spirit, and came not out 
again till he had found a stone precious and 
worthy of his beloved. Then when he had brought 
it to the lapidary and had waited till every facet 
had been polished to become a scintillating re- 
flector of the glory of the perfect light, he brought 
it to her and placed it upon her hand and counted 
his labor well spent and his pains well borne 
for the joy he had in the prize he had won. 

So when Christ had found one pearl of great 
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price in the world-field, he sold all that he had 
to purchase it, and when he had paid the price 
in his sufferings, he took the pearl, which was 
his Church, his Bride, and presented it unto him- 
self without spot or blemish, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing, but a glorious Bride, and with it he 
is satisfied. The travail and pain of Gethsemane 
and Calvary are justified. 


Vv 
THE PRODIGAL 
Luke XV 


ITHOUT doubt the 15th chapter of Luke 
contains the most widely known and in- 
terest-compelling parable in the world. It is the 
universal human interest story. In it the human- 
divine relationships are set in order and made 
understandable. There are really three parables 
in one. There is a three-fold illumination of one 
theme. In it we have, as in a triangle, three sides 
to one figure, three indices to one direction. 
However the interest in this great chapter, as 
well as the emphasis in its interpretation, is 
usually misplaced. Ordinarily the interest centers 
upon: 
a. The lost sheep 
b. The lost coin 
ce. The prodigal son 


It should be upon the relation of: 
a. The shepherd to the sheep. 


b. The owner to the coin. 


ce. The father to the son. 
69 
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Of course, even the most superficial understand- 
ing of the chapter will indicate that the parable 
sets forth the relation of God to the sinner. This 
statement need not be modified should we sub- 
stitute the name ‘‘Christ’’ for that of ‘‘God’’ 
since these two are one in nature, in purpose and 
in relation. The only limitation to the gospel 
story herein is the total absence of the mediatorial 
element in relation and reconciliation. We must 
ever bear in mind in this connection that the 
Mediator was himself present and seeking to in- 
dicate to his hearers that the way of return was 
~ open and access to God assured. 

Of this relation between God and the sinner 
three great truths stand out clearly in the chapter: 


GOD DEALS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL 


There is an inescapable emphasis placed upon 
this fact throughout this group of three parables. 
Not alone is the emphasis of the divine revelation 
to the individual set forth, but in each case it 
is the individual who is lost. There is a religious 
philosophy currently published, as set forth in 
the proverb ‘‘An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of {cure.’’ It stands high with the expo- 
nents of social gospel who declare that we will 
effect regeneration and reformation of men en 
masse. It is part and parcel of the elemental 
wisdom of this world that concerns itself with 
externals, that deals much in plausible reason- 
ing as to the efficacy of environment, religious 
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training, social order, ete., as a means of promot- 
ing, producing and maintaining righteousness. It 
is a very pretty philosophy, but unfortunately it 
1s not the gospel, and this chapter of parables 
hits that philosophy a blow on the head with 
such a hammer of truth as ought to break its 
skull. Here is set out in marvelous wisdom and 
compelling way an exposition of the Master’s own 
statement concerning his mission in the earth, 
‘“‘The Son of man is come to seek and to save 
the lost.’’ In this chapter he reiterates, ‘‘There 
is more joy in heaven over’ one sinner that re- 
penteth, than over ninety and nine who need no 
repentance.’’ Thus definitely he puts aside the 
social element, and the social order, and the social 
religion which would commend itself for its merits, 
by throwing around the individual a cordon of 
social restraint. Of course, such restraint could 
not possibly change the inner motions of life, 
or determine the real character of the man. God 
concerns himself among men with the individual 
and not with the mass; with the individual who 
is lost already and hopeless, helpless and incom- 
petent, in his lost condition, without God. I do not 
discredit his power or willingness to save a child 
from sin before he has come to the experience of 
sin. He need not be sunk in the miry clay in 
order to be saved from the pit. Both the power 
and the grace of God are revealed in the fact that 
such salvation is vouchsafed to the child by means 
of the atonement of Christ. But this is not the 
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primary purpose of the Lord Jesus, seeing that 
he came to seek and to save that which was lost. 
He made known his mission in the earth and his 
commission from the Father when he introduced 
himself in the synagogue in Nazareth by quoting 
Is. 61:1-3, and declaring that this commission had 
been that day fulfilled in their sight. This, then, 
is the purpose of his coming. ‘‘The spirit of the 
Lord Jehovah is upon me; because Jehovah hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the poor; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the open- 
ing of the prison to them that are bound; to pro- 
claim the year of Jehovah’s favor, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 
to give unto them a garland for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called 
trees of righteousness, the planting of Jehovah, 
that he might be glorified.’’ Not a hint here that 
his mission is to society en masse or that his 
purpose is to deal with human derelicts through 
the medium of social institutions or activities. He 
is anointed to preach to the poor and personally 
mediate between God and the captives, the' broken- 
hearted, those who mourn. He has the power to 
set them at liberty, to comfort and to bind up. 
This, with equal force, is borne out in his reply 
to the committee which John sent to ask him 
if he were the Christ. To them he gave answer, 
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*“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard. 
The deaf hear, the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
the gospel preached to them.’?’ Now we know 
from the gospel story that in every case where 
any of these things happened they happened to 
the individual. There was never crowd healing 
in the ministry of Jesus. He deals with these 
classes, the poor, the blind, the deaf, the lame, the 
halt, the maimed, but when he comes to his heal- 
ing ministry to them, he selects and specifies the 
individual. He touches the leper. He anoints 
with clay the eyes of the blind man. He casts 
demons out of the demoniac. He does not con- 
demn the harlot. He calls from the receipt of 
custom the publican. And in all cases forgives 
one sinner’s sin and heals one sick man’s disease. 
Everywhere in his ministry Jesus indicates that 
God deals primarily with men not in groups, but as 
individuals. This is always true in the sin ques- 
tion. God does not deal with the family, nor the 
community, nor the state primarily, on the sin 
question. He does not make his communications 
to society as society,—not under the dispensation 
of Grace. He deals with society through its com- 
ponents units, that is, through its individuals. 
David saw this long before Christ appeared when 
he came to the consciousness of his sin in the mat- 
ter of Bath-sheba. He had sinned against society. 
He had sinned against his own household. He 
had sinned against the house and family of an- 
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other. He had sinned grievously against the state 
over which he reigned by divine appointment. But 
when he came in the penitential Psalm to voice 
his sin and ery for fergiveness, this is the cry 
he voices: ‘‘ Against thee, thee only, have I sinned 
and done this evil in thy sight.’’ Swept aside 
now was every other consideration. The great 
primal relation is that between God and the soul, 
and the great primal realization is of the respon- 
sibility of the individual in all matters pertain- 
ing to God. Against the man who is right with 
God society has no grievance and to the man made 
right with God through the forgiveness of sins, 
society must grant a full and complete absolution. 

The very same principle of truth is involved 
in the Old Testament invitation most widely 
known, and frequently quoted among men: ‘‘Ho, 
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and 
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price. . . . Seek ye Jehovah while he 
may be found, call ye upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts: and let him return 
unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”’ 
There is the exhortation and invitation to the in- 
dividual again. It is the wicked man who is to 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man who is 
to return unto the Lord. It is the thirsty soul 
who is to come and drink. It would seem the very 
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voice of Jesus crying with a tenderness that 
echoes and re-echoes down the corridors of time, 
““Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.’’ Or that other 
voice of his that has fallen with tremulous tones 
of mercy to weary souls of men down all the 
highways, as well as the byways, of life, when, 
parched with the fever of sin and despairing of 
any refreshing, he has said to them by the way, 
“<Tf any man thirst let him come unto me and 
drink . . . and from within him shall flow rivers 
of living water.’’ Or, ‘‘Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.’’ 

The story of this marvelous chapter in terms 
of the individual is that the sheep can never go 
too far for the shepherd to call home. Nor can 
the coin ever be lost too deeply under debris and 
litter of the darkening room to/lengage the at- 
tention and seeking of the owner. And there is 
no country so far away as to tear the prodigal 
son from the heart of the waiting and loving 
father. Well did Dr. Torrey answer a man in 
one of his meetings in Minneapolis who said to 
him ‘‘Me be saved? You do not know what you 
are talking about. I am the worst thief in Min- 
neapolis.’’ ‘‘Then,’’ said Dr. Torrey, ‘‘if you are 
the worst thief in Minneapolis you may be saved 
tonight for you are the man the Lord Jesus came 
to save.’’ So also, when a man said to Mr. Moody, 
“‘T am lost, there is no hope for me,’’ Mr. Moody 
replied, ‘‘Thank God for that, for if you are lost 
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Jesus came to save you. He himself said it.’? So 
does this parable say it over and over again in 
unmistakable terms. It is the wandering sheep, 
the lost coin, and the vagabond boy, for which 
the shepherd, the owner, and the father, spent 
themselves. I would not go so far as to say that 
while the search continues society is left to take 
care of itself. But I do say that while the search 
continues to its triumphant end the interest of 
heaven is centered not upon society but upon the 
sinner. 
SOCIETY IS CONCERNED 

First, the society of this earth is concerned, 
for the sinner unsaved is a menace to the whole 
social fabric. He is the infected spot in the 
social body from which many ills arise. He is 
the rotten apple hid in the basket from which 
decay will attack the whole mass. His sin is 
society’s sin. His continuance as a sinner is 
society’s destruction. His salvation may be 
society’s salvation. Sin is contagious and a pro- 
lific breeder. One seed of dog fennel germinat- 
ing in one pod reproduced itself nine hundred 
times over. One influenza germ in the body may 
disease every tissue of the body and destroy life 
itself. 

It is a fatal mistake to think that any wilful . 
sin is a trifle. If you are lost, it is not likely 
that one huge sin like Judas’, or Pilate’s, or 
Ananias’ will sink you to perdition. It will be 
the sum of your daily sins left unrepented of, the 
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aggregate of thousands of offenses against God’s 
law and God’s love. In Sudbrook Park, England, 
a naturalist saw a small worm boring into the 
bark of a stately sycamore tree. ‘‘If that worm 
is let alone,’’ said he, ‘‘it will kill the tree!’’ 
The experiment was tried. The next year the 
leaves turned yellow, and the year after the tree 
was a skeleton. Now if one sin is so deadly, what 
must a lifetime of sin be?’’ (Theodore Cuyler.) 
Once in a southern city there came into my office 
a tramp. As perfect a specimen of the down- 
and-out fraternity who live as parasites upon mis- 
taken charity of a kindly public as one could find. 
He came with his hand out, pan-handling his liv- 
ing. I detained him for a conversation. After 
much questioning I discovered he was the vaga- 
bond brother of two of the most prominent women 
in the city, prominent in the church and society, 
the wives of wealthy business men, with all but 
palatial homes and a consequent and attendant 
pride of position, and the immaculate integrity 
which surrounded them. Here, after years of 
absence, the brother, both a vagabond and a crimi- 
nal, who had disgraced the family, had returned, 
and the only thing which kept these women in 
their pride and seeming security from public dis- 
grace, was a lingering trace of sentiment in the 
heart of the broken, drifting derelict of humanity 
upon the sea of life. But as I looked into his face 
and heard his story I knew perfectly well that 
as long as he lived, conditioned as he was, his 
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sisters could not be secure. They carried of 
necessity always in their hearts a dread of the 
disgrace which was so near to them that day 
in the return of the prodigal. The righteous elder 
brother is never quite happy, and can never be 
quite secure, as long as the prodigal son remains. 
Leave one seducer at large in any community and 
no girl is safe. Permit one bad boy in the gang 
and every boy is subject to destructive influence. 
Evil communications corrupt good morals. So 
there is joy on earth when the lost is found, 
when the dead is made alive again. Friends and 
neighbors are brought in to rejoice, for sin and 
the sinner can never be a matter of family, or 
community, or social unconcern. 

We preachers are fond of a story often told. 
The newspapers of the world had flashed the tid- 
ings that a ship had gone down at sea. In one 
home in a mid-western city gloom and despair, 
as the darkness of midnight, had settled. The 
news dispatches had declared that every soul 
on board had perished. To this home came the 
realization that husband and father was no more. 
He had been a passenger on that boat, and its 
destruction meant widowhood and orphanage. 
Friends came to bring their sympathy, crepe was 
hung upon the door, widow’s weeds were found 
for the broken-hearted wife. The play of the 
children was hushed. Joy had departed and the 
pangs of a convulsive grief invaded the house and 
all who dwelt there. But thirty-six hours later 
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there flashed across the continent from Halifax a 
message couched in one word, signed by the name 
of the father and husband supposed to have gone 
down in the ill-fated ship. That one word was 
*‘saved!’? And with the news all things were 
changed, darkened windows were opened, the 
crepe came down from the door, sable garments 
of grief were laid aside, and now the neighbors 
and friends came in to rejoice where they had 
come to. weep. Instead of widowhood, wifehood. 
Instead of orphanage, parentage. Instead of 
grief, joy. Instead of a home facing the fear of 
poverty was a home in the hope and strength of 
a human protector. 

So does society ‘fare in relation to the sinner. 
He was lost. He is saved to us. Out of his life 
and with the announcement of his salvation there 
come inevitably the glad tidings of changed con- 
ditions for all who hold contact with it, or who 
have held contact with it. He is no longer a 
menace. His presence is no longer a disaster. 
He now becomes an asset to society, a safeguard 
of its integrity and a source of its security. 
Therefore, let society rejoice when the sinner is 
saved and lend itself by all its powers of sympa- 
thetic codperation;to the business of rescuing and 
safeguarding the sinner. 


THE SOCIETY OF HEAVEN IS CONCERNED 


The Master says that the angels rejoice over 
one sinner who repents. You see, sinners are 
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the raw material out of which all saints are made, 
and everyone who is saved is one more to be 
added to the body of Christ’s Bride. When that 
Body is complete then the marriage of the Lamb 
and his Bride will be consummated. The mar- 
riage feast will be spread; the angels, as minister- 
ing spirits sent forth to serve the saints will 
gather the elect from the ends of the earth; the 
great day of the waiting centuries will be in- 
augurated, and the golden age of the world will 
begin. 


THE QUESTION OF RELATION 


But the one supreme lesson here is of the re- 
lation of God to the sinner, and of the sinner to 
God. Salvation depends upon that relation. Let 
us thank God that the shepherd, the woman and 
the father all tell one story in this respect. The 
fold is open to the wandering sheep, the home is 
accessible to the prodigal boy, and the lost coin 
may be restored to the chain by the one who holds 
the other nine. You see this whole chapter grew 
out of the criticism of the Lord Jesus voiced in 
verses one and two wherein it is declared, ‘‘Now 
all the publicans and sinners were drawing near 
unto him to hear him. And both the Pharisees 
and Scribes murmured (that is to say ‘criticised’) 
saying, this man receiveth sinners and eateth with 
them.’’ It was not the first time that he had been 
accused of being the friend of sinners, or as Mar- 
cus Dodds has interpreted ‘‘the chum of sinners.’’ 
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The ground of their criticism would have been well 
taken had the teacher been any other than the 
Master himself. Experience and observation in- 
dicate that a young man who receives sinners 
and becomes familiar with them, inevitably 
catches from those associations and companion- 
ships the sin of the sinners with whom he estab- 
lished such intimacy of relation. The difference 
was that Jesus did not catch the sin. Rather, from 
him men caught holiness. There went out from 
him virtue, healing, restoring, cleansing, strength. 
He was not made vile by contact with sinners. 
Sinners were made righteous by contact with him. 
The harlot goes away to sinno more. The publi- 
ean restores four-fold all his ill-gotten gains. 
That, then, is always the attitude of the Master 
for he is in these parables the Shepherd, the 
Owner, and the Father. There is at once a 
wondrous illumination and a tremendous inspira- 
tion and consolation in the names he wears in the 
Scripture records of his dealings and contacts 
with man. He is Teacher, Shepherd, Light of the 
World, the Truth, the Way, the Resurrection, the 
Master, the Life. It is to us a source of un- 
speakable joy that the attitude of this One to- 
ward men is that of easily accessible and benefi- 
cent ministry, of unfailing patience and love. 
‘‘Herein is love, not that we first loved him, but 
that he loved us and gave himself to be'a propi- 
tiation for our sins.”’’ 

A generation ago the old people in certain 
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isolated sections of the country put much store 
upon a madstone found occasionally in every com- 
munity. It was said that the madstone came from 
the stomach of a deer. When laid upon the wound 
caused by the bite of a poisonous serpent it 
drew to itself the poison. When fully saturated 
it then dropped from the wound. If put in milk 
for a time the stone was again free to be laid on 
the wound and would again suck up the poison. 
Cleansed by the milk it could be returned again 
and again. Only when it ceased to adhere was 
the wound cleansed and the poison all eliminated 
from the system of the victim. Now in the gospel 
story, the cross is God’s madstone for the heal- 
ing of all hurt oceasioned by the bite of that old 
serpent, the devil. Laid upon the wound it draws 
to itself, out of the smitten world, the poison of 
sin. And the love of God, which is the milk of 
his kindness for the world, absorbs out of the 
cross the poison so that it never loses its ef- 
ficacy and may be applied again and again till 
the last drop of bitterness, the last trace of poison, 
is taken from the soul and man is made every 
whit whole. It can readily be seen that where 
the wound is most serious and the danger of death 
most desperate, the cross will most be needed, 
and will be most readily accessible to the sinner. 

There has recently been published a charming 
story of the Prince of Wales, heir apparent to 
the throne of Great Britain and India. It is re- 
lated that after the war he visited a hospital 


THE PRODIGAL 83 


where many of the disabled soldiers were being 
treated. He went into a large ward and was 
there presented to many soldiers in varying de- 
grees of disability. They were maimed, halt, 
blind, deaf. He greeted them with a cheering 
word and gave them the nation’s |thanks. Then 
he asked his attendant if these were all. Being 
informed that there were others more seriously 
wounded and more unsightly to behold, he re- 
quired to be brought to them also. Again he 
voiced his thanks to the smaller group. Again 
he expressed the nation’s appreciation, cheered 
their hearts with his presence and his kindly and 
affectionate interest. Once more he asked of the 
attendant if these were all. He was told'that there 
was one other who had been so terribly marred, 
his face so mangled, his features so terribly dis- 
figured that he was kept isolated. None but the 
surgeon and the nurses were permitted to see him. 
But the prince required admission to this one 
also. And when he looked upon that counten- 
ance more marred than the visage of any man, 
the sightless eyes, the dull ears, the mutilated 
face, the crippled, broken body, no words seemed 
adequate, and so this splendid young ruler-to-be, 
voicing in himself all the tender emotions and 
deep understanding of a great nation, bent down 
and laid his lips in a tender kiss, upon that 
scarred face. 

When I heard the story it seemed to me to be 
typical and illustrative of what the Son of God 
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is telling us in this story of the 15th chapter of 
Luke. The Father in heaven will never be con- 
tent with his care for the righteous. Nor will 
the Heir to the throne stop in his search for the 
wandering with those who have sinned but a little. 
His ultimate goal is the room most darkened, the 
life most broken by sin, that there he may lay 
the kiss of love and redemption upon the scarred 
features of the wanderer. Only his kiss, his touch 
is efficacious to heal, and when once the breath 
of the Master has fallen upon the head of the 
sinner, a new life, a new light, and a new world, 
belong to that sinner for evermore. 


THE RELATION OF THE SINNER TO GOD 


This is true because out of the love of God 
for the sinner is born a love of the sinner for 
God. The redemptive grace of Christ changes the 
attitude of the redeemed. No longer fear, nor 
rebellion. Love begets love, ‘‘For the love of 
Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that one died for all, that they who live should 
no longer live unto themselves, but unto him who 
for their sakes died and rose again.”’ 

Somewhere I have read the following: 

‘‘Travelers upon one of the great ocean liners 
recently were greatly interested in an incident 
which occurred in mid-ocean. There were many 
caged birds in the hold of the ship, and one of 
them managed to make its escape. It soared off 
into the sky on glad wings. Many hours after- 
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wards it was seen struggling toward the ship, and 
at last settled down upon the deck, gasping and 
almost spent. The ship had been to it a prison, 
but after going ‘‘into a far country’’ where there 
was no spot to rest, it turned about and sought 
the ship again; the ship was no longer a prison 
but a haven of refuge. Like this bird’s was the 
going forth and return of the Prodigal Son in 
Christ’s parable.’’ 


VI 
THE COMFORTER 
John XIV 


HIS great chapter is the world’s beam of 

light in the night of its sorrow. It is the 
heartsease growing in the muck of the world’s 
sorrow. The church has never been able to keep 
this great chapter to itself. Since the church 
shares the world’s sorrows, it must share with 
the world its comfort. So, while the universal 
Christ here speaks to his disciples, he speaks 
for all men, and while he speaks immediately 
about comfort in the face of death, his words 
bear also comfort in all other trouble. 

Sorrow and trouble are universal experiences. 
‘‘Man born of woman is of few days and full 
of trouble. Man is born unto trouble as the 
sparks fly upward.’’ Since trouble is a universal 
experience, comfort is therefore a universal need. 
It is useless to sing to the world’s troubled heart, 
‘Oh, dry those tears!’’ until you find the fountain 
of comfort for the grief for which those tears 
flow. 

The divine Compassion has ever been saying 
to his servants: ‘‘Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
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people.’’ It is, therefore, out of this universal 
experience and universal need that our Lord Jesus 
speaks when he exhorts his disciples, ‘‘Let not 
your heart be troubled.’’ One immediately asks 
upon what ground he proposed such comfort as 
he offers. Is he qualified so to speak? Dare we 
to rest our bruised hearts upon ;his word, Can 
we dry our tears at his command? Is this the 
Physician we have so long and so -frequently 
needed? Upon what basis, then, shall our con- 
fidence in him rest? 


CHRIST IS QUALIFIED TO COMFORT 


The Lord Jesus is qualified to comfort. He 
offers comfort upon two grounds: 

a. Upon the ground of his identity with God 
the Father. 

b. Upon the ground of his acquaintance with 
our sorrows. 


UPON THE GROUND OF HIS IDENTITY WITH GOD THE 
FATHER 


‘“‘Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe 
in God.’’ But immediately the Master’s mind 
compasses the querulous answer of a sorrow- 
stricken race. ‘‘But God is so far off, how can 
I reach him, we have not heard his voice, nor 
seen his face, nor felt his comforting touch.”’ 
So the Master adds a word, ‘‘Ye believe in God, 
believe also in me, I and the Father are one. I 
bring him near. You know me, therefore you 
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know the Father.’’ So here in the place of human 
grief Christ presents God as Father, and identifies 
himself with God in the revelation of a father’s 
care and comfort. 

There are those who not knowing him, think of 
the world as a jungle in which the weak perish 
and the strong survive,—as a place where cruel 
forces operate malignantly against helpless vic- 
tims; where men are caught in the net of circum- 
stances and harrassed by conditions over which 
they have no control. Where the race is ground 
between the upper and nether millstones of blind 
chance and cruel fate. These think of God as 
sitting afar off in silent indifference to the strug- 
gle and stress and strain of his creatures, un- 
moved by their tears, indifferent to their strug- 
gles, incapable of sympathy with them, and under- 
standing none of their grief. They think of him 
as some inexorable and cruel juggernaut whose 
chariot of law rolls on crushing all who get in 
the way. They define him in terms of fate, there- 
fore they talk much of fatalities and of the things 
that are fatal. Let such words be banished from 
our vocabularies! They are a caricature of God. 
They are a perversion of truth. God is Father of 
every believer, within reach of every repentant 
sinner, gracious and sympathetic, moved with com- 
passion, yearning with an all-encompassing con- 
cern over those who suffer the consequences of 
sin, or stagger under the burdens of life. 

There are others who would tell'us that while 
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God may be concerned with the race, or the nation, 
he cannot condescend to the individual. A uni- 
verse created by his fiat, may engage his interest, 
but individuals with their interests, their sins, and 
sorrows, their perplexities and pains, are merely 
the small dust in the balances and have no claim 
to his interest or his concern. Now, in the midst 
of all this quagmire of doubt and despair, the 
Lord Jesus calmly says, ‘‘God is Father.’’ The 
very hairs of our head are numbered in his sight. 
Not even a sparrow is so small as to be crushed 
by the closing of the fingers of a man’s hand, 
not even a sparrow can fall to the ground with- 
out our Father’s notice. He takes thought for 
the lilies of the field. How much more then does 
he care for the life, the soul and body, the in- 
terest of his own? So the Lord Jesus undertakes 
to bring us to God, the Father. 

You doubtless know the story of the father 
long away from home. He had left a babe in 
arms, now a likely lad of several years, timid 
in the presence of strangers, and self-conscious 
always. One morning the little fellow goes down 
to find in the sittingroom of the home a stranger, 
and he runs in fright, crying out in fear. But 
in the hall-way of the house he meets an older 
brother, familiar in daily intercourse, perhaps 
room-mate, who lifts the little one into his own 
arms, talks lovingly to him of the father who 
has come home, soothes his fears, quiets his ery- 
ing, brings him back to the father, who gathers 
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both the older and the younger into his arms. 
Then, though nobody quite knew how it happened, 
the older brother slipped out and the babe rests 
content and secure in the arms of the father to 
whom he had been introduced by his brother. 

So in these words, ‘‘Ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me,’’ the Lord Jesus takes the weary, 
troubled, frightened, world, and lifts it back into 
the loving arms of the Father, and we who learn 
the security of the all-embracing love through 
the ministry of the Lord Jesus, discover with 
great content that God is the God of all comfort. 

“T know my heav’nly Father knows 
The storms that would my way oppose, 


Bat He can drive the clouds away, 
And turn my darkness into day. 


I know my heav’nly Father knows 
The balm I need to soothe my woes; 
And with His touch of love divine, 
He heals this wounded soul of mine, 


I know my heav’nly Father knows 
How frail I am to meet my foes, 
But He my cause will e’er defend, 
Uphold and keep me to the end. 


I know my heav’nly Father knows 
The hour my journey here will close; 
And may that hour, O faithful Guide, 
Find me safe sheltered by Thy side.” 


And are constrained with Frances Havergill 


to say: 


“T know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air; 
I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond my Father’s love and eare.” 


THE COMFORTER 91 


UPON THE GROUND OF ACQUAINTANCE WITH OUR 
SORROWS 


There is but one qualification for comfort which 
we thoroughly understand. That is experience. 
The heart of all qualifying for comforters lies 
in the spiritual injunction: ‘‘Comfort ye one an- 
other with the comfort wherewith ye have been 
comforted.’’ He who does not understand fully 
cannot fully sympathize. Comforters must weep 
with him that weeps. Their experience must be 
his. No man upon whose shoulders the lash has 
not sometime been laid can ever be sensitive 
to the laying of the lash upon the shoulders of 
others. So of our Lord Jesus it is written that 
though a Son ‘‘He'was made perfect through suf- 
fering.’’? Thus he ‘‘was tempted in all respects like 
as we are.’’ So only could he become a ‘‘sympa- 
thetic and faithful high priest.’’ Let us believe God 
that what he was, he is. Jesus has not changed 
character by changing residence from earth to 
heaven. He who was, still is the ‘‘Man of sor- 
rows,’’ the One ‘‘acquainted with grief.’’ 

Some years ago when under violent criticism 
for certain utterances on questions of public ethics 
in the community where I lived, two ministers 
of great churches came to offer their comfort. 
One of them said his little piece and went away 
leaving if any impression, only one of resent- 
ment, that he did not understand. The other, 
with fewer words somehow managed to lift the 
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burden, stimulate confidence, and comfort in the 
face of perplexing anxiety. Long afterwards I 
discovered the reason for this. The second man 
had himself passed through the fires. He had once 
under unjust suspicion and criticism been sus- 
pended from his ministry for a period of years. 
Out of the school of sorrow he had learned sym- 
pathy. By the hard lessons of experience he 
knew how to comfort. 

It was thus that Jesus said, ‘‘Let not your 
hearts be troubled, because I go before you.’’ 
There should come to them no experience of 
sorrow that he himself had not borne and he 
pledges his sacred honor that in every sorrow 
which might overtake them, to guard them in 
all their ways, to uphold them in all their goings. 

He said this, ‘‘Let not your hearts be troubled’’ 
in the face of death, the greatest of all troubles. 
His own death was about to be accomplished. 
It was not a tragedy of defeat. It was not a 
disappointing of hope. It was not merely a 
judicial murder necessitated by the blunder, ig- 
norance, and stupidity of religious bigotry, but 
rather a voluntarily accepted experience. He 
went before to meet death in order that he might 
through death destroy Satan who had the power 
of death. In order, also, that he might reveal 
the temporary character of death, and disclose 
the fact that death is not the ultimate goal of 
man, nor the end of life. Again, that he might 
display in advance the ultimate triumph of man 
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over death, declaring in his own experience that 
mortality must put on immortality, and that cor- 
ruption must give place to incorruption, he him- 
self becoming the first fruits of the resurrection, 
and giving hope to all who must pass through 
the gates of death that this is but the shortest 
cut through no man’s land to the gates of life. 
There is a story that when the Battle of Water- 
loo was being fought all England, waiting in 
anxiety for the result of that day was dependent 
upon the signals flashed from station to station 
by semaphore. One of those stations was on 
the tower of Winchester Cathedral. Late in the 
day it received the signal, ‘‘ Wellington defeated.’’ 
Just at that moment one,of those sudden English 
clouds of fog shut out the light falling upon the 
land. The news of disaster quickly circulated in 
the city. After a little while it reached London, 
and the whole land was in gloom, bordering upon 
despair. Then the fog lifted, and the message 
was completed: ‘‘ Wellington defeated the enemy.’’ 
Sorrow turned into joy. Defeat into victory. So 
Jesus and death when he died upon Calvary. 
Hope died out in the hearts of men. Death seemed 
to be the end as it had seemed to be the end for 
all those who had experienced it before, and alas, 
as it too often seems to be the end for those who 
look upon it now. After the crucifixion the fog 
of disappointment settled upon the world so that 
it caught only the semaphore signal, ‘‘Christ de- 
feated.’’ But on the third day the fog lifted and 
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there was flashed to the world the complete signal, 
not of defeat, but of victory, not of death, but 
of life. Christ defeated death! 

Christ is Comforter not alone in sorrow, but 
in all trouble. There is a universal principle 
that the greater includes the less. Thus, if he 
comforts in death, he can comfort in all other 
experiences. Are you poor, So was he. Are 
you misunderstood? He more. Do others fail to 
appreciate you and turn their faces away from 
you? ‘‘His own received him not.’’ Have you 
lost your reputation? ‘‘He made himself of no 
reputation.’’ Are you betrayed by your friends? 
So Jesus had his Judas, his own familiar friend 
who broke bread with him, upon whose arm he 
leaned as they went together to the sanctuary. 
Are the burdens heavy upon your shoulders? 
Remember that he carried our griefs. He bore 
our sorrows. Does God seem to have forgotten 
you, are the heavens as brass above you? Re- 
member the ery wrung from his lips, ‘‘My God, 
My God, why hast thou forsaken me?’’ Are you 
lonely? There was none so alone as he. As in 
his Gethsemane experience so even he must go 
forward alone beyond the furtherest possible 
reach of human companionship, and in utter loneli- 
ness face the drinking of the cup of sorrow to its 
dregs till the very blood sweat of his body be- 
comes the coin in which his soul pays his -debt 
to duty. 

A great Metropolitan preacher has told how his 
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little lad, about to undergo an operation, looked 
up intc his face as the physicians were about to 
administer the anesthetic, and said: ‘‘Dad, will 
you stay through?’’ Taking the little hand of 
his son in his own the father said, ‘‘Yes, I will 
stay through.’’ Then he stood by, broken on 
the rack as he saw the little figure sink into the 
embrace of death. He saw the fearful cutting of 
the little body. He stood by and stayed through 
till the little eyes opened again and with tremu- 
lous, white and shaken lips, the little fellow said: 
‘“Dad, you did stay through?’’ The father said, 
“‘T would have given my right arm, I would have 
surrendered anything I possessed, rather than 
not to have been able to say to the little fellow, 
as I did say, ‘‘ Yes, boy, Dad, did stay through.’’ 
So the Lord Jesus said to his troubled dis- 
ciples as they were about to pass into the shadow 
caused by his own death, ‘‘Let not your heart be 
troubled, I will stay through. I will not leave 
you. I will come to you. I will be with you to 
the end of the days.’’ We may be perfectly sure 
that when the sorrows of earth are passed, when 
the last dark cloud of trouble has lifted, when 
we have come through on the other shore and 
opened our eyes again to the light of the life 
that shall deathless and painless be, we shall look 
into his face, and know that he stayed through. 
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THE PROMISE SUPPORTED BY THE PRESENCE 


Of course,.the benefits of the Master’s promise 
narrow down to his disciples, that is, to those 
who believe. For to them there is far more than 
a promise only. There is to.be a Presence also. 
“Tf ye love me,’’ said the Master, ‘‘ye will keep 
my commandments, and I will pray the Father, 
and he will give you another Comforter.’’ Now 
the word ‘‘comforter’’ is the Greek word ‘‘para- 
cletos,’’ Paraclete, one called along-side to help. 
The policeman in the street, taking the little lad 
by the hand to help him safely through the traffic, 
is his paraclete. The teacher in the schoolroom, 
guiding the little mind through the perplexities 
and problems of the school curriculum, is his 
paraclete. The lawyer, defending his client and 
becoming spokesman for him in the court, is 
his paraclete. The physician, ministering out of 
his wisdom and skill to the patient, is his paraclete. 
The guide, bringing one through the wilderness 
to the safe path, is his paraclete. So the Master 
said, ‘‘I will send you another Comforter—Para- 
clete—who shall be Teacher, Guide, Companion, 
Guard.’’ 

The Lord Jesus goes, but he comes again. The 
coming of the Holy Spirit is not the second com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus. It is not that coming to 
which the Scriptures are referring when they 
speak of his appearing. It is not the return at 
which the dead in Christ shall be raised and the 
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living, waiting disciples shall be caught up in 
the air to be with the Lord. This is the abiding 
presence of Christ therefore, his other self, the 
Holy Spirit. 

There is an ancient mythological story of Per- 
seus and the centaur. You will remember how 
Perseus, going with the seven youths in payment 
of the death tax, finds his way into the love of 
a maiden, obtains from her the ball of cord which 
he unravels as he goes down into the dark laby- 
rinth, where he slays the monster, and following 
the cord which love had laid, returns once again to 
the surface, gathers his redeemed friends upon 
the ship again and sails home. The promise had 
been left that when they were delivered the black 
flag that floated over the ship should be changed 
to a white flag. But this was forgotten and the 
return of the ship became a scene of death rather 
than an occasion of joy. 

But when the Lord Jesus came out of the grave 
where he had slain the monster death, he did 
not forget to take down the black flag of death 
that had hung over him, and cast a shadow over 
every heart from the beginning of time. But he 
nailed the white flag of hope and promise to the 
mast of his gospel ship. Thus he sails all life’s 
uncharted seas, till that great day when he shall 
come again in person and receive his own to him- 
self. Then we shall have residence with him 
in the house not made with hands eternal in the 
heaven. Then there shall be for us who trust him 
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and wait for his appearing no night any more, no 
pain nor crying, no trouble nor sorrow. No tears 
shall fall from weeping eyes. No blackness of 
despair. No knell of doom. But light and im- 
mortality, the crown of rejoicing, for evermore 
shall be the portion of those for whom he died 
and rose again, to whom he comes in the fulfill- 
ment of his blessed promise. 

But in the meantime to those who are to have 
residence with him in heaven, he and the Father 
come to take up their residence with them through 
the Holy Spirit. The Comforter is not the Sec- 
ond Advent Christ. He has come for the time 
between redemption and revelation. From the 
time of his coming he is never absent from the 
believer. Taking the things of the Lord Jesus he 
reveals them by his divine and sanctifying power. 
Within the life he transforms, renews, quickens, 
energizes. He reproduces the likeness of Christ in 
the life of the believer, makes holiness the pres- 
ent possession, and righteousness the present ex- 
pression, of the life of those who are in Christ. 

Thus the Master leaves the promise that Christ 
shall supply all our need, that love shall comfort 
all our sorrows, and that the ultimate goal of 
experience for the Christian is not defeat, but 
victory; not night, but day; not death, but life. 


Vil 
PENTECOST 
Acts II 


HE word ‘‘Pentecost’’ means fifty days, or, 
the fiftieth day. In the Old Testament it 
marked the end of the Passover Season and was 
originally used to celebrate the harvest. In later 
Jewish history, however, it came to be a feast 
for the celebration of the giving of the law to 
Moses. In the New Testament it is the day upon 
which the Holy Spirit descended and brought into 
being the church. Nothing could more perfectly 
contrast the Old and the New Testament dis- 
pensations than the fact celebrated by this day. 
In the Old, the giving of the law; in the New, the 
descent of the Spirit. The law came by Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
Dr. A. J. Gordon in one of his books has written 
of Pentecost as ‘‘the natal day of the Holy 
Spirit.’’ It is equally the birthday of the Church. 
It was upon that day that the Holy Spirit came 
into the world, to inaugurate the Dispensation 
of Grace. It was upon that day that the Spirit 
was born into the heart and life of the individual 


disciples who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by 
99 


100 TEN GREATEST CHAPTERS IN BIBLE 


faith as Saviour and Lord. Upon that day, also, 
he became the life of the composite body, the 
church, which was, and is, composed of those 
individuals who are saved by grace through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, being born again of the 
Spirit of God. 

The day of Pentecost does not change the one 
great fundamental and vital relationship between 
God and man, nor the one great law of that re- 
lationship, which is holiness. It does embody 
three changes of methods: 


a. A new era. 
b. A new agency. 
ce. A new energy. 


An epoch is an outstanding event which inaugu- 
rates an era. The descent of the Holy Spirit was 
therefore an epoch inaugurating an era in the 
dealings of God with man, known dispensationally 
as the era of grace, in contrast to the era of law 
revealed in the Old Testament. The record in 
the first chapter of Acts is significant. When the 
Lord Jesus was asked by his disciples if he would 
at that time restore the Kingdom to Israel his 
answer was: ‘‘It is not for you to know epochs 
and eras. .. . But ye shall receive power, when 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall 
be my witnesses,’’ etc. Generally it has been 
understood that the Master did not answer, save 
with a rebuke, this inquiry of his disciples. There 
would seem to be more to his answer than that. 
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It might be interpreted on this wise. ‘‘It is not 
given to you to know epochs and eras, but a new 
era is about to begin in which you shall be my 
witnesses.’’ The kingdom of God will not be ear- 
ried on by the restoration of Israel, but by the 
substitution of a new agency through which God 
will speak and work in the world. The law given 
by Moses, the Mosaic dispensation, has run its 
course. The Mosaic era has ended. It had been 
but a schoolmaster leading men to Christ. 

Christ has now come, the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes, the Re- 
vealer of grace and truth. In the past the king- 
dom of God has been established through the reign 
of law. For the present the kingdom of God is 
to operate through the reign of grace. They 
had been commanded to wait for the promise of 
the Father, tarrying in Jerusalem until its fulfill- 
ment. The fulfillment of that promise was to be 
the epoch-making event which should inaugurate 
the new era of divine activity in the world, not 
through the nation but through the church. Not 
by means of law, but by grace. This is the signif- 
icance of Peter’s statement in his sermon follow- 
ing the descent of the Spirit, Acts 2:16, ‘‘This 
is that.’’ The manifestation of the Holy Spirit 
in the life of the new-born church was that of 
which the prophets had spoken, and that toward 
which the law had looked through all the cen- 
turies, in which law and prophecy had been the 
divine expression in revelation. The stream of 
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law and prophecy had run together at last in a 
Life and was now through him made available 
to all life. 

For the sake of an illustration one may be re- 
minded of the time when each house had no water 
in it except as that water was brought into it 
in a bucket with much labor and weariness by some 
member of the household. But recently, I drove 
around a great reservoir from which a great city 
is supplied with its water. It is supported by a 
magnificent structure of concrete and mortar, a 
splendid power house with engines driving. It 
was an epoch in the life of that city, introducing 
a totally new era, when the city built its reservoir, 
laid its mains, ran its connecting pipes into the 
various houses, so that now every member of 
every household has all the water he needs just 
for the turning of a tap. 

Time was, also, when every farmer and all 
land, were dependent upon rain for their crops. 
But there came a new era in farm life when irri- 
gation was established. Then the farmer was 
dependent upon the occasional and uncertain rain, 
or upon his hazardous efforts at dry farming, but 
now by a mere twist of a hand, water is brought 
nearer, the desert is made to blossom as a rose, 
fields and forests grow where once only sand and 
devastating alkali gathered. 

So there was a time when God sought to rule 
his people by his law written in a book, and by 
the machinery of a government impressed from 
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above. But upon Pentecost a new era began. That 
day was epoch-making in the history of God’s 
dealing with man. Upon it he began to communi- 
cate his own divine nature to man, to write his 
law upon the human heart and rule from within. 
Upon Pentecost begins the fulfillment of that later 
saying, written at the instigation of the Holy 
Spirit, ‘‘Old things have passed away, all things 
have become new.’’ There is new love, new 
method, new power. Here was a cataclysmic up- 
heaval which overturned the whole system of 
Jewish, or legal, and ceremonial religion, and 
shook the very foundations of the Roman empire. 
From Pentecost forward it became increasingly 
impossible for ceremonial religion to dominate 
the world, and increasingly impossible for im- 
perialistic government to continue to shackle the 
souls of men in a political slavery. Upon that 
day the great surging tide of divine life broke 
through all the restraint and limitations with 
which man had been surrounded and swept into 
the life of those who were ready to receive and 
inaugurate a new dispensation of life and power 
and liberty. 

I have read the story of the opening of New 
York harbor. There had been a time in which 
Hell Gate, standing at the entrance of the harbor, 
a great barren destructive rock, surrounded with 
whirlpools and dangerous eddies, had stood as a 
bar to the safety of all ships going out or coming 
in. But then some agent laid his heart and brain 
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to the task. Month after month the plan he 
had proposed was being brought to a consumma- 
tion that the beneficent purpose back of it might 
be realized. Divers under the surface of the 
sea, and workmen above its waves drilled hole 
after hole through the great rock until it was 
literally honeycombed with the holes bored there- 
in. Into every hole a stick of dynamite was 
placed and connected with a wire which ran its 
tenuous way out to a place of safety there to 
be connected with an electric current. Then the 
day having fully come, the engineer touched a 
button which turned on the electric power and 
in a single moment Hell Gate was blown into frag- 
ments and the tide bore it way into the depths 
of the sea. Thus was opened a safe harbor, so 
that now all the vessels that ride in and out pass 
without even knowing there was once a limit to 
their safety, a barrier to their security. 

So it was in times past that the drill of divine 
prophecy, the augur of law driving in, boring in, 
undermined the foundations of hierarchical re- 
ligion and militaristic government. Thus on Pente- 
cost contact was made with the divine power anda 
group of men were set at liberty, given life, 
and empowered with opportunities, that made the 
church of Christ forevermore a harbor for the 
souls of men, a refuge for the oppressed, the 
troubled, the lost. Thus the world entered upon 
its era of grace. 
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A NEW AGENT 


Upon Pentecost God substituted for the 
nation, the church. Under the reign of law the 
nation had been the natural and necessary ex- 
pression of divine communication with men. It 
provided the machinery of government for the ex- 
ercise of law—courts, prisons, penalties, armies, 
organized force, all the implements, instrumentali- 
ties and agents of destruction. All the means 
for coercing men. The state fixed the taxes, 
provided for war and other service. In other 
words, the state voiced the demands of authority. 
In it every citizen was born under its sovereignty. 

But under the reign of grace the church becomes 
the natural expression of divine communication. 
It is a non-political body operating without force. 
All its service, its gifts, are voluntary. There 
is to be no coercion. Grace is to work from with- 
in out, translating itself into action and relation 
in the church, for every member is born, or 
baptized by one Spirit into one body. The church 
voices to the world God’s appeal of love in a 
message and in a ministry of service. In other 
words, as God had incarnated himself and was 
manifest in Christ, so Christ incarnates and mani- 
fests himself in the church. As Jesus of Nazareth 
was the body of God the Son, so the church is 
the body of God the Holy Spirit, who as Christ’s 
other self takes residence in the church. And 
just as an electric current entering a steel bar, 
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while not changing its form, or weight, or size, 
does change its quality manifesting itself as mag- 
netism, so in the church the Holy Spirit, taking 
the things of Christ and revealing them to the 
believer, sanctifies the life and produces in it 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, meekness, gentle- 
ness, kindness, self-control, thus wooing the world 
through the exemplification of the life in Christ. 
Oh! If the church could once sense the sig- 
nificance of that great truth that it is the body of 
Christ, that it stands for but one purpose: to 
reproduce his divine fullness of life! There is 
no law that can resist this teaching of the Spirit, 
there is no life that can hold out against the 
appeal of these things of Christ as they are em- 
bodied in human life. How marvelously homes 
would be changed! political institutions changed! 
every social organization reformed by the simple 
embodiment of that Holy Spirit through whom 
the things of Christ are revealed. One could 
wish that he might see that new control in the 
church, in the halls of our national congress, in 
the homes of our people! that the Holy Spirit 
might be Christ, the hope of glory, formed in 
every life, every organization known as a church, 
every group of Christian people, every institu- 
tion wearing a Christian name, every movement 
begun in that name. Thus controlled, the church, 
as purposed by Christ, as born of the Spirit on 
Pentecost, as organized by the Spirit for service 
is an all-sufficient institution! Here is life, and 
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fellowship, and service, and the challenge of sacri- 
fice, and the open door of communion and of op- 
portunity. Here is concentrated and expressed 
all that Christ would say of himself to the world, 
all that his people need of him in the communi- 
cation of life and power. 


A NEW ENERGY 


Pentecost produced a new birth. The disciples 
were not regenerated till that wondrous day with 
its supernatural manifestation. They were in a 
certain moral relation to God in Christ before. 
They became of his nature that day, for the new 
birth provided a new nature, and made them par- 
takers of the heavenly character. Thus was made 
available to the church, and to those individuals 
who composed the church, the energy of the Holy 
Spirit. The Lord Jesus had said to them: ‘‘Ye 
shall receive power, the Holy Spirit coming upon 
you.’’ They were therefore given that divine 
power as a complete and all-sufficient equipment 
for all the tasks, responsibilities and relations 
that lay before them. 

The energy of a new wisdom was given to 
them. The record of Acts 6:10 demonstrates its 
working. The Sanhedrin and the mob were unable 
to withstand the wisdom and the spirit by which 
Stephen spoke. That divine wisdom is still ac- 
cessible through the Holy Spirit to all God’s 
people thrust into sudden and critical situation, 
required to meet tasks and responsibilities with- 
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out an adequate equipment. Burdened with laws 
too heavy for the strength, faced with tempta- 
tions beyond endurance, menaced by dangers 
beyond control, a heavenly wisdom and power, 
easily entreated, but coming down from above and 
therefore all-sufficient, is vouchsafed to them. 

So, also, the energy of a new passion is given. 
Under that energy Christian ministers and mis- 
sionaries have gone to the uttermost borders of 
the earth; in spite of hostility and opposition; 
in the face of dangers and death. Rewarded only 
by deprivations and the consciousness of fulfilling 
the purpose of God, they have gone on from 
land to land, across the uncharted seas, climbing 
impassable mountains, drinking the death-laden 
waters of turbulent streams, jeopardizing their 
lives among savage people, in spite of obstacles 
and fevers, or wars and hostile attacks of great 
nations, they have gone on, carrying on the good 
news, telling the old, old story of Jesus and his 
love. 

The energy of a new vitality was born to the 
world that day, making true a later statement: 
“<The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
eburch.”’ 

Not death shall dismay us or amaze, 

Since Thy voice comes flowing down the centuries, 

Lo, I am with you all the days. 

There is a legend that when the apostle Paul’s 
head fell from the block it left three spots of 
blood, and that from out of these spots a spring 
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of living water broke forth. The legend may 
mean nothing, the moral everything. No one of 
God’s servants has died in vain. The workers 
may die but the work goes on. The gospel mes- 
sage has been a relay race against sin and death, 
and the gospel charge has been handed from one 
hand to another down through the centuries. So 
also shall it continue. 

The energy of a new righteousness was born 
that day, so that men through all the centuries 
since have been able to say: ‘‘I have a righteous- 
ness not mine own, but that which is through 
faith in the Son of God, who loveth me and loosed 
me from my sins,’’ adding to that with all con- 
fidence, ‘‘The life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God.”’ 

Finally, the energy of a new hope came into 
being, for it is written: ‘‘But if the Spirit of 
him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwelleth 
in you, he that raised up Christ Jesus from the 
dead shall give life also to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit that dwelleth in you.’’ Time 
does not compass the extent of our being. Kter- 
nity alone can measure our expectations. This 
world is not the goal of our labors. There is 
a world which lies beyond, that fairer place of 
endeavor and reward of service. Death is not 
the end for the Christian. The grave can never 
be victor for those who live in the immortal hope 
that since Christ both died and rose again, even 
so will he bring with him those who sleep in 
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Jesus. The saints of God never gather around 
the Lord’s communion table but that they ex- 
press once again this joyous hope of immortality, 
then show forth his death till he comes again. 
Eating and drinking in remembrance of him we 
proclaim with joyous abandon of faith the most 
blessed of all truths—he could not be holden of 
death! ‘‘Since he lives, we also live.’’ 

This, then, is Pentecost. Not an ancient and 
ended experience, but a timeless experience which 
belongs to all who have hope in Christ. 


Vill 
THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES 
Hebrew XI 


HE eleventh chapter of Hebrews is set be- 
tween the last paragraph of the tenth chap- 

ter and the first paragraph of the twelfth chapter 
and must be taken in vital connection with these 
two paragraphs. This, then, is the connection and 
setting, ‘‘But we are not of them that shrink back 
into perdition, but of them that have faith unto 
the saving of the soul. Now faith is the giving 
substance to things hoped for, the test of things 
not seen. . . . Therefore let us also, seeing we are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses, lay aside every weight and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.’’ 
The concern of this chapter is with tke defini- 
tion, illustration and outcome of saving faith. 
The whole text indicates that the value of faith 
lies not in the exercise thereof but in its object. 
The value of faith les in looking unto Jesus 
author and end of our faith. Multitudes who 


have faith and tremble are yet lost. Even the 
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devils believe and shudder but they are not saved. 
Faith may indeed be the means of destruction 
rather than of salvation if directed toward the 
wrong object or person. Every winner of souls 
knows the unworthiness and variability of trust- 
ing one’s feelings. There is a very large and 
a very benighted portion of men who believe 
in the church as the saving institution. 

Faith, then, should be carefully defined as that 
outgoing of the soul which lays hold of Jesus 
as the author and end of one’s relation to God. 


FAITH DEFINED 


In terms of the text, faith is the giving sub- 
stance to things hoped for, a test of things not 
seen (margin Standard revision). But all the 
things hoped for are summed up in Christ. He 
is made unto us wisdom, sanctification, redemp- 
tion. The riches of God’s grace are in him re- 
vealed and communicated. He is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one who believes. 
He is formed in the believer the hope of glory. 
All power in heaven and in earth resides in him 
and is made available to the believer. Therefore, 
things hoped for are those things which reside 
in Christ and through him are made accessible 
to every believing soul. So, then, faith is the 
visualization of a Person according to description. 
That is, faith is the visualization of one particular 
Person foretold by prophecy, limited by law, testi- 
fied concerning by his contemporaries. So that 
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there can be no alibi for him and no mistake in 
the Person to whom faith is directed. 

Now Hebrews is the inspired exaltation of 
Jesus Christ by contrast with the great servants 
through whom in the past God had revealed 
himself to his people; and an inspired approval 
of Jesus Christ by testimony, or the inspired 
illustration of Jesus Christ by the experience 
of the great cloud of witnesses. 

We may imagine a group of children at the 
windows of a room looking out upon the street 
upon which a stream of people is constantly pass- 
ing. They have been told of one who will come 
in the passing throng who if recognized by them 
in the crowd and brought in by their invitation 
from the crowd, will be a great blessing to them 
and to theirs. Should he be recognized and in- 
duced to come into the house his riches would 
supply their poverty, his strength lift their bur- 
dens, his presence comfort their sorrows, his wis- 
dom solve their problems and his holy hfe would 
become the inspiration for holy living to every 
member of their family. He has been described 
to them, and now at the windows watching, they 
are given the task of recognition and invitation. 
They may miss him entirely in the throng. They 
may not identify him in the crowd. 

It was something of this figure that the Lord 
Jesus presented to his disciples when he said: 
‘‘What are men saying about me. Who do they 
say that I the son of man am? It seems that 
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they are missing me in the crowd, or failing 
properly to identify me.’’ And thus, as recorded 
in Matt. 16:13 ff., the disciples confessed that 
with the mass of the people his was a case of 
mistaken identity. Some said one thing, some 
another. Some thought him Elijah; some Jere- 
miah; some John the Baptist. Others declared 
he was one of the prophets, they could not tell 
which one. 

Yet he had been described to them and He- 
brews 1:10 gives the description of that Person 
who is the Object and End of the world’s faith. 
The description is given by comparison and con- 
trast. In the first ten chapters of the book he is 
declared to be like the angels, but above them. 
He is like Moses, but greater than Moses. A 
prophet like him, but he is more than a prophet. 
He is like, but greater than Joshua. There are 
points of similarity between him and Aaron, but 
he is greater than Aaron and all the Aaronic 
priesthood. He is set forth in type in the sacri- 
fices and ceremonials of the Temple, but he is 
greater than all these. Indeed, he is the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world. 
He is declared to be like Melchizedek, King of 
Salem, priest of the Most High God, without 
priestly ancestry, and without priestly succes- 
sion, receiving the homage even of Abraham, for 
before Abraham was, Christ is. All of these great 
ones of the past, Moses, Joshua, Aaron, the sacri- 
fices, the ceremonials, type and ritual and symbol, 
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are the shadows of Christ. Sometimes intangible, 
even illusive, rarely perfectly understood. But 
faith gives substance to the shadow Christ. Like 
Melchizedek he is to us Prophet, Priest and King. 
To-day we look back and see him. In their day 
many looked forward and both saw and knew 
him. 
THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES 

The cloud of witnesses of the eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews gather in the stadium about and above 
life’s arena and look down upon those in every 
generation whose faith takes hold upon Christ and 
who of necessity face the consequences of that 
faith. The cloud of witnesses increases in every 
generation. By all the avenues of approach from 
the four quarters of the earth these interested 
spectators of the struggle which was theirs is 
ours, and is to belong to those who follow, shall 
gather. They applaud our efforts when we strive 
not in vain. When we are mastering ourselves, 
subjecting our bodies and bringing them under, 
disciplining our members, mastering our wills, we 
do worthily of Christ. But while they applaud 
they look with some anxiety upon our struggles, 
for apart from us they cannot be made perfect. 
Heb. 11:40. Something waits to be accomplished 
for them, when we have followed up the suffer- 
ings of Christ and have entered into the glory 
he guaranteed to us in the testament of his blood. 
That great host which no man can number, look- 
ing down from heaven, reaching out their hands 
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from the past to bring him in, whose hand of 
authority in heaven and in earth is held to his 
house and to his throne, and to his kingdom. But 
they, as we, see not all things yet subjected unto 
God. They, and we, only see Jesus. They have 
passed on their task to us. Their testimony of 
faithful service and of undaunted faith has be- 
come our inspiration and our challenge. They 
are a great host. They occupy high honor as 
alumni in the school of faith. They form a bright 
constellation of stars in the world’s night of 
sin’s darkness of unbelief. 

Let us set them in order somewhat and catch 
with them a glimpse of him who was to come. 
There were the leaders who had witness borne 
to them of One who should, as the Seed of the 
woman, bruise the head of the serpent’s seed. 
There was Abel, the first of that righteous race 
through whom faith has been kept alive in the 
world, understanding that without the shedding of 
blood there is no remission. He laid the first 
sacrificial lamb on the altar, foretelling thereby 
the giving of the Lamb of God in the fullness 
of time. Enoch, discovering high privileges of 
fellowship and translation. Noah, learning obe- 
dience and finding salvation in his obedience. 
Abraham, discovering in a land to which he had 
been called out at the sacrifice of his own land, 
family, friends, and perhaps fortune, unvarying 
opportunity of salvation of faith. Sarah had 
become as one dead, yet by supernatural 
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and divine energy bears a son, type and 
symbol of that Other who should be born of a 
virgin, thus reversing or superseding the law of 
nature, incarnating God in man. Through him, 
also, Abraham learned by faith the lesson of the 
resurrection. Then there was Joseph who was 
betrayed and crucified by his brethren. And 
Moses, choosing to share ill treatment with the 
people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season, accounting the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and 
Samuel caught their glimpse of the Coming One 
and left on record their contribution to that com- 
posite picture drawn by the prophet’s pen by 
which he should be recognized when he came. 
Beyond these there had been a great host living 
victoriously, through faith stedfastly pursuing 
righteousness and waiting in hope for the fruition 
of their faith. These all as they came and went 
had had the description of the Coming One, a 
description which every picture made more clear 
and precise. They had seen him afar, and from 
afar embraced in him the promises. They had 
caught glimpses of the Saviour, his incarnation, 
his humiliation, his crucifixion, his exaltation, his 
kingdom. This great host had waited—spirits of 
just men made perfect through the centuries. 
They have waited for us. I know not how near 
they are to us to-day untrammeled by any earthly 
body. Since they have not received their resur- 
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rection bodies they may be nearer us than we 
think, waiting expectant, perhaps anxious, to see 
how we carry on; whether when Christ comes 
again he will find the faith for which they suf- 
fered and bore testimony still living upon the 
earth. We seemed to catch the significance of 
such an appeal of theirs to us during the world 
war when in the interests of democracy, impatient, 
we waited for our entrance into the war. Often 
appeal was made to us, in the name of those who 
had died for liberty and democracy, to carry on. 
That is the very appeal of Hebrews 11 and 12. 
An appeal to us from those who have lived and 
died for the faith, to carry on. Napoleon, stand- 
ing beneath the pyramids, stirred the hearts 
of his French army with the cry, ‘‘Soldiers of 
France forty centuries look down upon you.’’ The 
author of Hebrews voices an even more stirring 
and compelling clarion call to duty, to daring. It 
is as if he said in stentorian tones, ‘‘Soldiers of 
Christ, all ages look to you. Gird up your loins. 
Put on the whole armor of God. Gird yourselves 
with truth. Be shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace. Be prepared against any event- 
uality. Stand firm. Having done all stand.’’ 
But there are more to the cloud of witnesses 
than is composed in the past had we eyes to see 
them. Not alone those who have passed, but those 
who are to come, compose that cloud of witnesses. 
The unborn souls to whom we must pass on the 
purity of faith. Also there is a great company on 
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the side lines, pressing close to the wing, waiting, 
even with bated breath, the outcome of our strug- 
gle, some persuasive, some hostile, some sympa- 
thetic, some hopeful,—a great host yearning to- 
ward us. One recalls the stirring scene from Ben 
Hur. The chariot race is at its height. Messala 
drives against Ben Hur. The friends and cham- 
pions of the Roman rise in their seats and ery to 
him as he passes, Messala! Messala! Messala! 
and every new voicing of his name proclaims at 
once earnest desire and tense anxiety. A little 
farther along a new group, often persecuted but 
now in the grip of the terrific interest of the race, 
forgetful of all save their champion on the course, 
rise also, and cry, ‘‘Ben Hur! Ben Hur! Ben 
Hur!’ thus speeding him to that final and fatal 
turn where he catches the wheel of Messala’s car 
upon the axle of his own car and sends his enemy 
down to defeat, while he himself drives trium- 
phantly on to the goal of victory. 

There is one race course of life, the cloud of wit- 
nesses gathers encompassing us. There are the 
two groups of them, friends and foes. They wait 
upon our struggle, calling our names, applauding 
our efforts, stirring our souls with their joyous 
and sympathetic word or their hostile slandering 
salvos. 

THE RACE AND THE GOAL 

We take our places in life’s relay. We seize the 
torch of faith from the hands of those who have 
gone before. We must pass it on to those who 


120 TEN GREATEST CHAPTERS IN BIBLE 


come after. Finding encouragement in the cloud 
of witnesses, we must find inspiration and power 
in Jesus, author and end of our faith. We must 
catch step with him. We must form ranks behind 
him. We must move on, lured by the charm of his 
voice, compelled by the authority of his call. Like 
the children in that charming story, ‘‘The Pied 
Piper of Hamelin Town’’ who followed the piper, 
coming from every direction, from home and 
school, from playground and labor, the strong and 
the weak, the sick and the well, the stalwart and 
the cripple, they followed on till the door opened 
into the hill and they passed through to be seen no 
more. So must we, believing disciples of the Lord 
Jesus, follow in ranks behind him and move on till 
the day comes when the door will open for us and 
we shall pass through to victory, to life and to rest 
beyond. 

We learn here in this great chapter of the cloud 
of witnesses that faith is not passive, but active 
and imperative. Life is a race whose whole course 
is discipline. We must ‘‘lay aside every weight 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and run 
with patience the race that is set before us.”’ 

There is a story of a converted cannibal chief 
who developed a great passion for the souls of his 
fellows. In his dugout canoe he went far and wide 
down the seacoast, and up and down the rivers, 
preaching as he went to the cannibal tribes on the 
shores or banks. One day he came to the mission- 
ary and wished to buy his boat. The missionary 
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having no particular need for it at that time, 
sold it to him. Then he went away, redoubled 
his labors, enlarged his territory and gave him- 
self to unremitting service. But one day he 
brought back the boat. The missionary asked him, 
“‘Do you want your money back?’’ ‘‘No.’’? ‘‘What 
was the matter with the boat?’’ ‘‘Nothing.’’ 
‘<Did it not run well?’’ ‘‘Yes, perfectly, but,’’ 
said the chief, ‘‘I feel the lure of the world as I 
ride in this boat. Pride has taken hold upon me 
and I am conscious of myself, and if I keep the 
boat I realize that within a year I shall be back in 
cannibalism, and I must give up the boat.’’ 

That is what the Spirit, through Hebrews 
12:1 ff., is saying to Christian world. Many a 
man must give up his job, his interests, his po- 
sition, his rights, that which is legitimate, that 
which society approves, even that which the church 
itself often condones if it does not approve. It 
sometimes happens that a minister at the very 
height of popularity must surrender his place if he 
would save his soul. Jennie Lind gave up her 
career that she might not lose her Bible and her 
opportunity for quiet meditation and fellowship 
with God. Nothing can pay the price for which 
one surrenders his faith, his fellowship, his first 
love passion. The only adequate inspiration for 
such a struggle as that to which we are committed 
in the task which is ours is to be found in Christ 
himself. Having risen with Christ we must set our 
affections on things that are above, not on things 
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that are upon the earth. He is at once our Ideal 
and our Example. Looking upon him we shall be 
transformed into his likeness. It is to that end, 
and for that purpose, that we who run must en- 
dure the cross, despising the shame. Considering 
him, we must not weaken, weary, nor faint in our 
souls. We must pay the price now for the heav- 
enly prize which is to be realized in the great day 
of his appearing. 


IX 
THE RESURRECTION 
I. Corinthians XV 


THE RESURRECTION PROCLAMATION 


NE striking feature of the apostolic gospel 
is the almost total absence of any effort to 
support the gospel facts by reason or argument. 
They simply proclaimed these gospel facts as mes- 
sengers to whom the facts had been given by rev- 
elation from God. They believed them and that 
was sufficient reason for their proclamation. These 
facts had entered into their experience and there- 
fore their proclamation had become imperative. 
Everywhere they declared them because they be- 
lieved them and with such conviction as to impress 
their hearers with the fact that they expected to be 
believed because the facts were true. They had 
not received them from men neither had they come 
to them through men, but by direct revelation 
from God. They had seen and heard and handled 
the Lord of life. They knew the facts and knew 
their value. So they went everywhere under a 
divine constraint telling them. 
The minister is not a debater, he is a herald. He 


is not a disputer of this world. He is a messenger 
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sent of God. Nor is the gospel a philosophy of 
life, nor a mere credal statement of belief based 
upon reason, argument, logic, science. The gospel 
is pre-eminently news—good news—to be told at 
first hand by those who know it. The gospel mes- 
senger has pre-eminently a testimony given in the 
statement of three great essential facts—the death 
of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
the return of Jesus Christ. To the gospel minister 
and to the Christian believer alike these facts are 
essential truth. They may contravene all experi- 
ence, transcend all observation, but they are true. 
The testimony concerning the gospel facts is re- 
corded in the New Testament as the testimony of 
prophecy and the testimony of eyewitnesses. 


THE PROPHETIC TESTIMONY 


Paul under inspiration introduces the classic 
argument concerning the resurrection in the 15th 
Chapter of the First Epistle of Corinthians with 
this statement: ‘‘Now I make known unto you, 
brethren, the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye received, wherein also ye stand, by 
which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word 
which I preached unto you, except ye believed in 
vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which also I received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he was bur- 
ied; and that he hath been raised on the third day 
according to the scriptures.’’ This was not. the 
only occasion upon which Paul adduced the testi- 
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mony of prophecy, the witness of Scripture. When 
he stood before Agrippa he was introduced by 
Festus as one who had a controversy with the 
Jews, who ‘‘had certain questions against him of 
their own religion, and of one Jesus, who was 
dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.’’ Then 
Paul defending himself to Agrippa concludes his 
defense with these words: ‘‘Having therefore ob- 
tained the help that is from God, I stand unto this 
day testifying both to small and great, saying 
nothing but what the prophets and Moses did say 
should come; how that the Christ must suffer and 
how that he first by the resurrection of the dead 
should proclaim light both to the people and to the 
Gentiles.’’ This testimony was identical with that 
which the Lord Jesus bore when upon the way to 
Emmaus he sought to instruct and to comfort the 
two who in desolation of despair wended their way 
from Jerusalem on the resurrection morning. 
Joining them as they walked, communing in sad- 
ness of heart, he began to instruct them out of the 
law and the prophets that it was necessary for the 
Christ to suffer and to enter into his glory. 

This testimony is the more valuable to us be- 
cause though it was of the Scriptures, it was re- 
jected by the generation in which Jesus lived and 
died. That is, that generation of disciples did not 
become eyewitnesses of the facts of the gospel 
because of the testimony of Scripture, but they ac- 
cepted the testimony of Scripture because they 
were eyewitnesses. Having seen and believed they 
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then were prepared to interpret aright and accept 
the prophetic teaching of the inspired Scriptures. 
Now without question the testimony of Scrip- 
ture was of the bodily resurrection of Jesus. We 
need but one reference to the apostolic testimony 
to realize the truth in full of this statement. In 
Peter’s sermon on Pentecost he quotes at length 
from the 16th Psalm ‘‘Moreover my flesh also 
shall dwell in hope: because thou will not leave my 
soul unto Hades, neither will thou give thy holy 
one to see corruption.’’ Thus commenting upon 
this prophetic utterance he adds: ‘‘Brethren I 
may say unto you freely of the patriarch David, 
that he both died and was buried and his tomb is 
with us unto this day. Being therefore a prophet 
. . . foreseeing this spake of the resurrection of 
the Christ, that neither was he left unto Hades, 
nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus did 
God raise up, whereof we all are witnesses.’’ 


TESTIMONY OF EYEWITNESSES 


The disciples bore testimony to the gospel facts. 
They had lived with Jesus of Nazareth. They saw 
him die. They buried him, bringing precious 
spices to anoint his body. They saw his tomb 
sealed and a guard put about it by Roman author- 
ity. They came to his grave to weep and to ren- 
der the last sacred rites to the beloved body and 
found the tombstone which had been sealed at the 
door of the tomb rolled away. They beheld the 
linen cloths laid aside. They heard the testimony 
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of the young man who came in white garments to 
reassure their amazed and shaken minds. Then 
ten times they beheld him, conversed with him, 
heard him in various groups of from one to five 
hundred, and they bore this testimony concerning 
his death and resurrection everywhere they went. 
They told it in Jerusalem the center of monothe- 
istic religion, they proclaimed it in Athens and 
Corinth, centers of learning, philosophy, art and 
of pagan civilization. It was this which Paul 
made the heart of his message to the crowd upon 
Mars Hill though they sneered at him as a mere 
picker-up of crumbs of wisdom, one who knew not 
the sciences according to them, nor understood the 
philosophies, who came with a strange supersti- 
tion. But Paul proclaimed it to them as the essen- 
tial fact of all facts, this resurrection of the dead. 
And they told it in Rome, the center of material- 
ism and militarism. They set this fact which could 
have been accomplished only by the power of God 
over against that brute force which sought to 
dominate and did destroy the world. 


MORE THAN FACTS 


But the facts proclaimed by the gospel are more 
than facts. They are facts with sequences. That 
is, there are necessary and essential corollaries at- 
tendant upon these theorems of truth. Let me il- 
lustrate what I mean by facts with sequences. If 
the superintendent of this building should now rise 
from the seat which he customarily occupies and 
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interrupt my speech to say, ‘‘This building is on 
fire,’’ he would not need to make any additional 
statement in order to induce certain immediate 
and imperative action. On his statement of fire in 
the building, as a fact of sequence, immediately 
every exit would be opened by efficient ushers, 
every aisle would be filled by men and women in 
possession of their faculties, moving without panic 
in a due regard for the welfare of the young, the 
aged, and infirm, toward safety outside. That 
would be fact of sequence demanding certain ac- 
tion and without doubt that action would be ob- 
tained. So the gospel fact of the resurrection is 
a fact with sequence demanding action. When that 
fact was first proclaimed it obtained action im- 
mediate, imperative and practical. Later it was 
said of those who proclaimed it, ‘‘these who have 
turned the world upside down have come hither 
also.’’ They had turned the world upside down. 
They had changed the current of human history. 
In their hands the axe had been laid to the root of 
the tree of civilization. This fact began at once to 
undermine the very foundations of traffic in hu- 
man beings; to change the essential philosophies 
of human life; to reconstruct the ethical principles 
by which human action is to be guided and judged; 
substituting altruism for egotism; delivering love 
from the incubus of lust; sanctifying womanhood 
and childhood and calling into being a new social 
order which should indeed overturn the institu- 
tions and estates of the world in which it was pro- 
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jected as the moral force indwelling all right hu- 
man institutions. 

What are the sequences of this fact of the res- 
urrection? First the deity of Christ. So we are 
told in Romans 1:4 that Christ is ‘‘declared the 
Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 
holiness by the resurrection from the dead.’’ But 
if the Son of God, then is his lordship over man 
established, his headship of the church, his present 
power in the world. Being raised from the dead it 
is to him every knee must bow and unto him every 
tongue must confess. As Son of God he justly de- 
mands of you and me that we put the reins of gov- 
ernment into his hands and give him the mastery 
of life over ourselves, over our age and over our 
world. 

But other sequences are also involved in the fact 
of the resurrection. The resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus involves the resurrection of all believers. 
‘« And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because 
of sin; but the spirit is life because of righteous- 
ness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwelleth in you, he that raised up 
Christ Jesus from the dead shall give life also to 
your mortal bodies through his Spirit that dwell- 
eth in you.’’ Rom. 8:10-11. So also in 1. Thess. 
4:13. ‘‘But we would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them that fall asleep; that 
ye sorrow not, even as the rest, who have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus 


130 TEN GREATEST CHAPTERS IN BIBLE 


will God bring with him.’’ It might have been 
said when Professor Bell had first completed tele- 
phonic communication, ‘‘Now since Alexander 
Bell has talked on long distance all who install 
telephones shall talk at long distance.’’ When 
the Wrights at Dayton first succeeded in making 
a heavier than air flymg machine they opened the 
door of all later developments in the realm of 
aeronautics. ‘‘Now hath Christ been raised from 
the dead the first fruits of them that are asleep.’’ 
This is the fact with sequence for everyone who 
has ever stood by a grave to bury his dead, and 
has come home from the cemetery to a hushed and 
darkened and silent home; to all who have looked 
with longing though vain regret upon some treas- 
ured picture of a beloved form to be seen no more 
in this world, or who have gazed with tear dimmed 
eyes at the vacant chair at the table. It is a fact 
with sequences for all who have clothed themselves 
in widow’s weeds, or garmented themselves in 
mantles of grief. It is a fact with sequences for 
all those who wait on the seashore for those who 
go down to the deep and return no more. For all 
who mourn and are not comforted, for those who 
wait without hope, for all who yearn and long for 
their departed, this word has tremendous sequen- 
ces of cheer and hope. 


THE PROVOCATION OF THE RESURRECTION 


But at once upon the proclamation of the fact 
of the resurrection the natural man is provoked to 
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incredulous question. How? What? How can 
it be done? What body shall be given? The an- 
swer to all this querulous questioning might easily 
be found in the comprehensive question of Paul 
to Agrippa, ‘‘Why should it be thought a thing in- 
credible to you that God should raise the dead?’’ 
Human philosophy could not accomplish it, human 
power achieve it, human wisdom make it possible. 
But when God intervenes nothing is too hard for 
him. 

Now the questions how? and what? are the very 
same questions with which this age concerns itself 
upon the proclamation of the resurrection fact. 
How can it be done? With what body are the dead 
raised? It is perfectly evident that the resurrec- 
tion is beyond human knowledge, that is to say, it 
is beyond human experience and observation, and 
cannot be proved by observable laws. Indeed we 
had as well frankly confess at once that we have 
no biological data upon which to proceed except 
the fact that God to whom alone the resurrection 
from the dead may be attributed is the same God 
who once created man out of the dust of the earth 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life 
so that he became a living soul. Facts are not 
false simply because they are unknown to the ex- 
perience of any individual or group of individuals. 
If that were true half the cities of the world would 
be blotted out of existence this moment for most 
of us who are here. We have not seen them. We 
have had no experience of them. But none of us 
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questions that Berlin and Pekin and Calcutta and 
Alexandria and Jerusalem are. There is a strange 
story told of the first ship which crossed the At- 
lantic propelled by steam power. It is said that 
that ship had as part of its cargo of freight one 
hundred copies of a book which had been written 
to prove on scientific grounds the utter impossibil- 
ity for any ship ever to float and be driven by 
steam power. It was argued that no such ship 
could carry fuel enough to create steam for the 
passage across the Atlantic because it would be 
sunk by the weight of the coal. But here was the 
very ship carrying not only its own weight but the 
very argument which had demonstrated its im- 
possibility. Perhaps when we have a little more 
knowledge of God and the laws that are now be- 
yond our human ken we shall not be so ready to 
say that the resurrection of the body is impossible. 
Of course, the fact which is beyond our knowledge 
is also beyond our understanding, but men miss 
the fact that here is invoked not the power of man 
but the power of God. It is quite right that that 
power and its operation should be incomprehen- 
sible, as are all his works. 


WITH WHAT BODY? 


Now there is a strange perversity of the human 
intellect. Men stagger at the material element in 
our supernatural relations. It is easy enough to 
trust God and obey him spiritually if that trust 
and obedience do not involve a practical applica- 
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tion to the things which may be seen and thereby 
approved. There seems to be no difficulty in 
man’s acceptance of the conception of resurrection 
if he is delivered from the necessity of apply- 
ing that necessity to the body. Deliver it from its 
material application and the doctrine of the resur- 
rection seems to have no difficulty for men who 
are utterly incapable of accepting it with a mate- 
rial application. Therefore we find some who ac- 
cept and proclaim the resurrection in idea. But 
one is constrained to argue. When was the idea 
of the resurrection buried? Who buried it? Who 
held it before it was buried? Who caught it in 
the pulsing stream of human thought in an age 
of doubt and ignorance? It was not an idea that 
died on the cross. Those weeping women and 
loved disciples did not go to wrap an idea in em- 
balming spices. Surely Pilate did not set a guard 
at the tomb of an idea. Surely the unbelieving 
Jewish rulers were not upon the rack of anxiety 
because of the threatened bursting of the bonds of 
death by an idea. Had they been they certainly 
would have had more sense than to have appealed 
to Roman authority and power to hold in the bond- 
age of death an idea which threatened to escape. 
There are some who accept the resurrection of 
the spirit. But the spirit of Jesus had not died. 
On that very cross we hear him cry in his last ex- 
piring breath ‘‘Father into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit.’? He lays down his life that he 
might take it again, but it is his body that was 
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bruised. The hands of him were pierced. His feet 
were spike-driven and it was into his side that a 
spear had been thrust. There is no resurrection 
of a spirit in the New Testament. The resurrec- 
tion proclamation of the gospel is of abody. This 
very same Jesus who had been betrayed by Judas, 
mocked before Pilate’s judgment seat, condemned 
to death though without sin, crucified with the two 
thieves upon Golgotha, sealed in his tomb under 
the weight of the sovereign authority of imperial 
Rome, this very same Jesus had broken the bonds 
of death, come forth from the sealed tomb lead- 
ing captivity captive and bringing to men the gifts 
of life and immortality. He submitted proof of 
the resurrection of his body. To Thomas he said, 
‘‘reach hither thy finger, and see my hands; and 
reach thy hand and put it into my side; but be not 
faithless but believing.’? Mary he forbade to 
touch him since he had not ascended. And here in 
1st. Corinthians, 15th chapter, Paul’s whole in- 
spired argument is of the resurrection of the body. 
‘*‘Tf the dead are not raised, neither hath Christ 
been raised: and if Christ hath not been raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.’’ But 
if Christ has been raised then are the dead raised. 
He is the first fruits of them that sleep. ‘‘With 
what body did they rise is proof conclusive that 
the proclamation of the gospel testimony was of 
the resurrection of the body. Here Paul does not 
undertake to remove the difficulty; he proclaims 
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the fact. However, he does offer three possible 
explanations of the resurrection from the dead. 

The explanation from analogy. The grain dying 
reproduces out of its death its own body, differ- 
ent in form, but none the less essentially the same. 
So the body out of its corruption may produce in- 
corruption. The incorruptible comes through 
from the corruptible, changed, transformed, glori- 
fied. 

The explanation from diversity. Many bodies, 
different kinds, flesh, birds, beasts, men, are 
formed from the same dust and the same food. 
Therefore the same dust used to create an earthly 
or natural body may be used of God to create a 
heavenly or spiritual body. But both the earthly, 
or natural, and the heavenly or spiritual, are to 
be bodies. Let that be kept in mind. The argu- 
ment is upon the diverse use of the same creative 
power, employing the same creature substance. 

The argument from vitality. A natural body is 
sustained by the blood. The life thereof is the 
blood. The blood thereof is the life. Dr. Howard 
Kelley of Johns Hopkins in a treatise on the death 
of Christ declares that when Christ died on the 
cross he died literally of a broken heart, that the 
walls of the heart had broken and the entire blood 
of the body had been emptied into the pericardium. 
Therefore when the soldier thrust the spear into 
the side of the Lord on the cross, blood and water 
came out. The body was left without blood and 
when it was raised from the dead it was raised a 
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sublimated body identical with that which had 
lived save that it was no longer a body sustained 
by blood. This resurrection life is not to be natu- 
ral but spiritual. He was raised a spiritual body, 
sustained by a spiritual life. He differs from 
Adam the natural man in that Adam became a liv- 
ing soul, but the second Adam became a life-giv- 
ing, or life-sustaining spirit. 


THE PROSPECTS OF THE RESURRECTION 


A true prospective view of life can only be had 
in retrospect. That is, we may not look forward 
with true vision save from a background of the 
things that are behind. The whole human family 
has lived in bondage through all its history. The 
one bondage limiting all life is the fear of death. 
Heb. 2:15. A woman asked me to preach about 
death because she was afraid to die. Of course, we 
all are. All men have been. Death has universal 
power to find and intimidate and defeat. There 
hes in the fear of death the disappointment of all 
hope. There is nothing sadder in the gospel rec- 
ord than the statement the two made to the Mas- 
ter who joined them on the way to Emmaus. 
Having related their anticipations concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth, they sadly conclude, ‘‘We had 
hoped.’’ But hope has despaired. Hope deferred 
has made the heart sick. There is a shadow of 
death for us on all life’s plans, all life’s purposes. 
Life’s noblest associations, life’s largest and 
brightest outlooks are all disappointed by death. 
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The grave too often lays tribute upon our choicest 
treasures. ‘‘Change and decay in all around we 
see.’’ 

The fear of death also defeats all life’s labors. 
The summons comes to us irrespective of time, 
place, position, willingness. ‘‘Lay down your 
tools, it is time to stop.’’ ‘‘Put aside your pen, 
straighten up the desk.’’ ‘‘But we cry it is only 
noon, the day is hardly begun!’’ ‘‘Never mind. 
Labor is done. For you the day is ended. Close 
the desk. Write finis to your labors.’’ The bank- 
er hears the summons. The governor must obey 
the imperative behest of the unwelcome visitor; 
judges, rulers, diplomats, mothers, children, the 
bride, or her groom. With equal insistence death 
knocks on the door of the cottage of the poor and 
the palace of the rich. Oh, the inexorable demands 
of death. The fear of death is the despair of all 
love. Nothing can be pledged permanently, noth- 
ing can be preserved inviolate. Sickness, age, ac- 
cident, a thousand dangers lurk in the shadow of 
every day and the black figure of death looms out 
on the horizon of human experience. Truly we 
are in bondage to fear and are defeated thereby. 

Now the resurrection declares that corruption 
shall disappear from the earth. The fountain of 
youth perpetual has been discovered. We do 
not know what we shall be, but we shall be like 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. 
‘“We know that when he shall appear we shall be 
like him for we shall see him as he is.’’ Mortality 
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shall cease because Jesus rose from the dead. Old 
age pensions shall no more be needed, and old age 
decay no more experienced. In other words, the 
resurrection of Jesus and the promised resurrec- 
tion of all believers lift the fear that has been the 
bondage of death for men and life assumes a dif- 
ferent aspect. Just now we were bowed down to 
the earth, stooping to catch if possible a ray of 
light through the dark. But now we have heard 
the good news. Christ is risen! Wherefore we 
stand erect and all the dark about us is shot 
through with light, the light of an advancing day 
to which there shall be no night. Our eyes, long 
bound by the horizon of time, catch the reach and 
sweep of eternity. As the branches flowing upon 
the tide brought to Columbus and his despairing 
crews the good hope of land near at hand, so upon 
the troubled waters of our lives flow out the 
branches of heaven’s immortelles to cheer and 
comfort us. Earth recedes. Heaven draws near. 
Heaven is our home! 
So life’s labor assumes a different prospect. 

Perishing things of clay, 

Born but for one brief day, 

Pass from our hearts away. 

If the earthly house of our habitation is dis- 
solved we know that we have a house not made 
with hands eternal in the heavens. If one by one 
we must lose the friends we know and love awhile, 
we are assured that by means of the mammon of 
unrighteousness we may ‘make friends who will 
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welcome us in the eternal habitations. Therefore 
our labors are to abound. We know that they are 
not in vain in the Lord. 

There was a dear Christian man who in one 
week had lost his wife and his fortune, and had 
had his only child, a little girl, smitten with an ac- 
cident which left her permanently crippled and 
helpless. 

Despair settled upon him. Rebellion caught 
him. Almost did disbelief in God knocking at his 
heart’s door find a welcome. A Christian friend 
heard of his estate, and went to visit him. He 
found Joe in tears, in the midst of midnight gloom 
of mind and heart. Wisely he did not seek to 
argue or reason. Tenderly he sought to comfort 
and then kneeling by his friend he prayed: ‘‘Oh, 
God, Joe is disappointed and bereaved. He does 
not understand, cannot understand. Oh, Lord, let 
Joe understand. Though the weeping may en- 
dure for a night, joy will come with the morning. 
Though his dead may have been buried, she shall 
rise again and together they shall see the Lord in 
his glory. The fortune that has failed is as noth- 
ing compared with the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. Oh, Lord! Let Joe understand.’’ Then 
he went his way. Directly Joe returned to his 
desk. He has taken up his burden. The tears 
have been dried upon his cheek, a smile occasion- 
ally finds its place upon his lips. He has become 
the good companion for counsel, the honest work- 
man of other days. Ask him now, ‘‘Joe, do you 
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understand?’’? And Joe says, ‘‘Not yet. I am 
seeing through a glass darkly. I cannot know 
now, but I have assurance that lifts me over the 
valley, that penetrates the gloom with light.’’ And 
then Joe says, ‘‘Perhaps my experience and my 
prospects will be the better explained in a little 
story.’? And he tells of having read somewhere 
that once in old Madrid when the Moors still domi- 
nated Spain, and the Jews were everywhere per- 
secuted, had one observed with care, some day he 
might have seen hurrying warily down the side 
streets of the great city a lean, unkempt, ragged 
figure, hooted at by boys, pelted with an occasional 
stone, mocked and scorned and driven by all who 
saw him. Suddenly the disreputable figure turns 
into an alley, lays his hand against a‘portion of a 
wall which surrounds a great estate. A door in 
the wall opens and he steps from the alley into 
the garden. Then, had you been able to see, a 
great transformation would have taken place. 
Within half an hour you would have seen the beg- 
gar of the streets, clothed with flowing robes, in 
smiling countenance, regal in his bearing, sur- 
rounded with servants to serve and children to 
love him, holding the hand of his beloved, a prince, 
moving in royal splendor among his own. And the 
transformation had been wrought by stepping 
through a hole in the wall. So one day we who 
love our Lord and look for his appearing, shall lay 
our hands against the wall of circumstances and 
press open the door between life and immortality. 
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Then we shall step out of this binding, limiting, 
fear-impregnated earth, into the marvelous hight 
and liberty of the sons of God, and so shall we be 
forever with the Lord. This is assured to us since 
Christ rose on that first Easter morning. 


x 
THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH 
Revelation XXI 


N our study of the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, 
the cloud of witnesses looked down upon the 
church in the midst of her conflict with sin. The 
present study of the twenty-first chapter of Rev- 
elation reveals the church in the midst of her 
triumph of holiness over sin. Between these two 
great chapters certain great cataclysmic events 
have occurred. The reign of the Anti-Christ de- 
veloped and reached its climax. Then came the 
parousia and the resurrection of the saints. Fol- 
lowing this the descent of Christ to the earth, the 
judgment of the nations, and the millennial king- 
dom. For a thousand years Christ administers 
the political and social government of the nations 
of the earth from his throne seat on Mt. Zion. The 
nations gather to him to learn wisdom of the Lord 
of the world and his righteousness as it proceeds 
from the mouth of the King. Satan is temporarily 
bound. The gospel of the Kingdom is preached 
with great power and, unhindered by the harden- 
ing influence of Satan, multitudes yield themselves 
not alone to the sovereign control of the King, but 


in loving surrender to his person as well. Follow- 
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ing the millennial kingdom the resurrection of the 
wicked dead occurs. These are brought forth to 
judgment and with Satan are cast into the lake of 
fire. Satan is again bound and is finally destroyed 
as recorded in Revelation 20:10. ‘‘And the devil 
that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where are also the beast and the 
false prophet; and they shall be tormented day 
and night for ever and ever.’’ Thus in Revelation 
21 the age-long hopes of humanity and the 
age-long purpose of God are realized—a new 
heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness from which also have been banished 
Satan and sin are brought into being. The finished 
work of Christ is accomplished; the kingdom is de- 
livered up to the Father. Henceforth his servants 
shall see his face, apart from mediation, and serve 
him in the immediacy of his presence and in the 
overwhelming joy of that presence. 


THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH 


The language of this chapter is highly colored, 
figurative and allegorical, but with an intense his- 
toric and realism of fact underlying it. That is to 
say we have here employed the highest powers of 
imagination to set forth the soberest facts and 
realities of divine revelation. Let us lay alongside 
of this great portion of the Word certain other 
portions: 2. Peter 3:13. ‘‘But, according to his 
promise, we look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.’’ Some 
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descriptions of that new heaven and new earth 
are given in Isaiah 65:17 ff. 


‘‘Wor, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former things shall not be remem- 
bered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad and 
rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, be- 
hold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her 
people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping 
shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of 
erying. There shall be no more thence an infant 
of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his 
days: for the child shall die a hundred years old, 
and the sinner being a hundred years old shall 
be accursed. And they shall build houses, and 
inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, 
and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, 
and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and 
another eat: for as the days of a tree shall be 
the days of my people, and my chosen shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not 
labor in vain, nor bring forth for calamity; for 
they are the seed of the blessed of Jehovah, and 
their offspring with them. And it shall come 
to pass that, before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear. The 
wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the 
lion shall eat straw like an ox: and dust shall be 
the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain, saith Jehovah. 
Thus saith Jehovah, The heaven is my throne, 
and the earth is my footstool.”’ 


How different this description from the reali- 
zation of the old earth, for sin has dwelt in it, 
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crime has defiled the land, men’s hands have been 
bathed in blood and their hearts tainted with 
greed, cruelty, oppression, self-interest and the 
warfares that arise out of the lust of the flesh. 
All the crassness and grossness of sensuality with 
which the race has been cursed have been the 
things that have stood out like hideous excres- 
cences of the social body as in the individual 
lives of the men and women of the passing cen- 
turies. The one word descriptive of the old 
heaven and earth is sin, for even the heavens 
were not free. The anointed cherub and his angels 
retained not their first estate. They rebelled 
against God, they rebelled against the Most High. 
They were cast down because of pride. So also 
the history of the earth and its races has been 
the history of sin and its results. The curse 
fell through man upon the earth almost as soon 
as his creation was completed. That curse and 
its cause have been seen in every aspect of human 
history. From the third chapter of Genesis on 
till the experience of this very year, there has 
been a conflict in the soil itself. The wheat has 
ever been in danger of the tares. Thorns and 
thistles and briars have come up in the fields 
dedicated to flowers and fruits. Man has earned 
his bread in the sweat of his brow. Labor which 
should have been a delight as he tilled the land 
and tended the trees as a servant of the Most 
High God has too frequently become a burden 
leaving him to curse God in his heart and to 
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find an excuse for abstaining from the worship of 
God in reality. 

This same conflict of sin has raged in the city 
from the day when Cain, cast out from the pres- 
ence of God, established a city and a civilization 
which he called Enoch—a beginning; a begin- 
ning without God; a beginning of all institu- 
tions in which man should ever assert his own 
sufficiency without God and his supremacy over 
his fellows. The story of society, of politics, of 
commerce, has been written, and is being written 
in tales of lust and striving, of greed and wars, 
of diplomacy and chicanery. The very physical 
elements themselves have come under the sway 
and domination of evil. The blessed benefits of 
nature’s manifold expressions while in harmony 
with God are often changed into cataclysmic up- 
heaval and man suffers and the earth groans be- 
ing in travail waiting for our redemption. 

But looking back now from the point of view 
of Revelation 21 there has been a purification 
by fire. The earth has been purified. The ele- 
ments have been purged. The heavens have 
melted with a fervent heat. The earth had been 
polluted not alone by sin, but by the putrefaction 
of death. Its bosom had been seared and marred 
through countless generations by graves. It had 
been a veritable charnel house. The fire has 
burned up its pollution. Corruption has ceased 
and passed. Satan who has polluted the upper 
air by his presence and contaminated the earth as 
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he has gone up and down seeking whom he might 
devour, is now cast into the lake of fire. There 
is no more sin in the earth. There are none to hurt 
or to make afraid. Hideous war, frightful famine, 
horrible pestilence are no more. Poverty, sick- 
ness and disease are forgotten, banished from the 
experience of men, denied longer their possession 
of the earth. 

Everything is peace and plenty. The ground 
yields its fatness. The fields fructify into fruit- 
fulness. The songs of the birds are lifted from 
their minor notes to a lilting peon of praise. 

FEiven the cities are redeemed. The streets of 
the cities are full of boys and girls playing in 
the streets thereof, and playing in safety and 
purity, in peace and love. The nations have ceased 
to war. The commerce of the world has been 
redeemed. Trade is no more tainted with selfish- 
ness and greed. The glory and honor of the 
nations are brought as a loving tribute into the 
kingdom of heaven. No wonder Isaiah the 
prophet beholding this great transformation from 
afar breaks forth in exhortation: 


‘“‘Thus saith Jehovah. In an acceptable time 
have I answered thee and in a day of salvation 
have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and 
give thee for a covenant of the people, to raise 
up the land, to make them inherit the desolate 
heritages; saying to them that are bound, Go 
forth; to them that are in darkness, Show your- 
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selves. They shall feed in the ways and on all 
bare heights shall be their pasture. They shall 
not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor 
sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them 
shall lead them, even by the springs of water 
shall he guide them. I will make all my mountains 
a way, and my high ways shall be exalted. Lo, 
these shall come from afar: and, lo, these from 
the north and from the west; and these from the 
land of Sinim. Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, 
O earth; and break forth into singing, O moun- 
tains; for Jehovah hath comforted his people, 
and will have compassion upon his afflicted.’’ 
Isaiah 49: 8-13. 


THE NEW JERUSALEM 


But not only does this great chapter promise 
a new heaven and a new earth, it also promises 
a new Jerusalem. There is vast spiritual sig- 
nificance in this statement when we put the old 
Jerusalem in contrast with the new. The old 
Jerusalem was an embodiment in type of the whole 
system of mediation involved in the atonement 
for sin. There were two hills, Mt. Zion and Mt. 
Moriah, the mount of sovereignty and the mount 
of sacrifice. There were two houses, the king’s 
palace and the temple. Mediation in government 
and mediation in worship. That was a mediation 
which must be maintained so long as sin con- 
tinued in the earth. But where there is no sin 
there is no mediation, nor need for it. As long 
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as there is sin, there must be mediation, there- 
fore ithe old Jerusalem is defined in terms of 
altars, offerings, temples, sacrifices, priests and 
incense. It is a city of shadows, of prophecies of 
the realities of hopes and longings, of tears and 
fears, of penitence and confession, of separation 
and substitution. Its altars do not mean union, 
but separation. Temples do not mean liberty but 
limitations. But in the new Jerusalem all sepa- 
ration has ceased, all limitations are lifted and 
taken away. God himself shall be with his people. 
He shall wipe all tears from their eyes. He shall 
himself comfort all their sorrows. His servants 
shall see his face, and serve him. 

We have some foretaste of that experience 
which awaits us even here. We are permitted to 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ. We 
do find comfort in our overwhelming sorrows; 
guidance in our blinding perplexities; strength 
under our breaking burdens, and enabling by 
the Holy Spirit for all our tasks. But here noth- 
ing is perfect. We still see through a glass darkly. 
We know in part. Our present experiences are 
those of Jacob in his progress from Bethel to 
Jabok, from Jabok to Shechem, from Shechem to 
Bethel-el Bethel. By the grace of God we are 
going on from strength to strength, finding grace 
for grace, and thereby being transformed into 
the perfect likeness of our Lord. But we have 
not yet laid hold upon that for which we have 
been laid hold on by Christ Jesus. Every spiritual 
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Ponce de Leon is still looking for his fountain 
of youth; still dreaming of the waters from the 
river of life of which he shall drink and live 
and of the fruits from the trees that grow on 
its banks of which fruit he shall eat and be healed. 
Revelation 21 reveals to us the realization of the 
hope which has sustained us as it has actuated 
us through the struggle with sin here. First 
things have passed away. Old things have gone. 
All things have become new. Tears are wiped 
away. There is no more death. No more mourn- 
ing, nor crying, nor pain. It is the final response 
to that blessed invitation: 


‘“‘Come ye disconsolate, where’er ye languish, 

Come to the mercyseat, fervently kneel: 

Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your 

anguish; 

Earth has no sorrow that heav’n cannot heal.’’ 
It is thus that Christ will deliver up the kingdom 
to God, when he has accomplished the fullness of 
our material and spiritual redemption and re- 
stored all things according to the divine purpose 
and program. 


HIS SERVANTS SHALL SERVE HIM 

I think here we have the order of that new 
life in the new heaven and the new earth. Life and 
its activities are to be reorganized as now, ex- 
cept without sin. Eden is to be restored. The 
serpent is to be barred from it. There shall never 
again be any oceasion for man the creature to hide 
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his naked self from the presence of the holy God 
his Creator. Farming, commerce, politics, society 
or cultured civilization shall all go on in holiness. 
Man’s relation to God shall be restored to its per- 
fect harmony. Man’s conduct flowing out of that 
relation shall be maintained in unbroken right- 
eousness. Man’s powers set free from the limita- 
tions imposed by sin will soar and expand. All 
human action will be actuated by the one motive, 
love. All inspiration in service will flow from 
the vision of the face of God. Oh, to see him! 
To drink in the beauty of his holiness! To be 
followed with the sense of his love! To be harmo- 
nized to his presence! In that presence service 
will constitute the only nobility. They who see 
his face and serve him will reign with him. They 
shall be his partners in the replenishing, and 
governing of the earth. There will be a house 
for every saint—houses not made with hands— 
eternal in the heavens, a room in the many man- 
sions. No one will be denied. There will be 
no rent to pay, no burdens, no unhindered joy. 
Life will earry on in the presence and according 
to the will of the blessed God: 


‘Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, 
and which entered not into the heart of man, 
Whatsoever things God prepared for them that 
love him,”’ 


will be our immediate, our permanent, our choicest 
possession. 
THE END 
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